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Lanesporo and W liamstown investigate the future

Officialsask: | sasuperintendency union in both towns best interest?

By Shannon Young gated the regionalization barriers. In the past two years,
With theannouncement that Lanesboro’s  the Lanesboro study group’s focus has been around the .
Elementary Supt. William Ballen'swill retire  essential question of: “Isit in the best interest of thetowns i
at the end of the 2007-08 school year, the of Lanesboro, Williamstown, Hancock, and New Ashford %‘:

Lanesboro School District along with the financialy, educationally, and community-wiseto reorga-
Williamstown School District haveinvesti-  nizetheir school districts? If so, how can thisbest bedone?’
gated a possible union between thetwo el-  Inthe Sept. 20 memorandum the study group detailed aca-
ementary schools. demic, demographic, social, political, and administrativeis-

Under the proposed plan, Lanesboro EI-  suesinvolved in the decision. They focused on the option
ementary School, which currently ispartici-  of aLanesboro-Williamstown Superintendency Union. The
pating in a Superintendency Union (Union
69) with the towns of New Ashford, Rich-
mond and Hancock, would exit the Union
with the consent of the other union mem- | -
bers and create a new Superintendency —
Union with the Williamstown Elementary
Schooal.

The schools would continue to operate
separately, each retaining its own School
Committee, budget, and school palicies,
while sharing a superintendent, elected by
the Union Committee, along with other fac-
ulty members. Under this plan, the union
budget as well as staff and resource issues
would be discussed no less than twice a
year, by three representatives from the
School Committee of each town.

The concept of a Lanesboro-
Williamstown school union has been pro-
posed for nearly 40 years, as study groups
of citizensfrom Lanesboro, Williamstown,
Hancock, and New Ashford have investi-

Photos By: Shannon Young

Above: Lanesboro Elementary
School, built in 2002

Left: Williamstown Elementary
School, built 2003

the members of Union 69 (Hancock, New Ashford, and
Richmond) continuing their school union without
Lanesboro.

See UNION on page 3

It takesthe cake: Where' d You

M eet the new school nurse L earn That programreally cooks

" ! L What areyour goalshereat .
- 1 M ount Greylock? By MartaKowitz also get achanceto learn valuable and im-
| i | first began my career at Over the past few weeks, middle pressiveskills. Favorite coursesin the past
North Adams Regional Hospital school students have had the chanceto have been hip-hop dancing, rock-climbing,
caring for patients from birth to participate in the Where'd You Learn and scrapbooking, while this year cooking
1 elderly. While working at the That?! program after school. classes seem to be taking the cake.
hospital, | see first hand what WYLT provides an opportunity for With each course only lasting for three
poor health can do. My goal is studentsto partakein extracurricular ac-  weeks, students are exposed to the basics
toteach and help othersto main- tivities aside from the ever-popular op-  of nifty skillsbut don’t haveto makeahuge
- tain good health at ayoung age. tions of sports and theater. time commitment, aswith sports and other
s Arethereany changesfrom The program offers nine distinctive activities.
theway Mrs. Dubendorf handled courses ranging from bread baking to Where'd You Learn That?! hasnot only
it? animation and Irish dancing to the cul-  expanded the middle school’s repertoire of
Mrs. Dubendorf isan incred- ture of Chinatown. extracurricular options, but it has broad-
ible nurse and teacher. | am sure Classestake place at the school or on  ened the horizons of the students partici-

| will learn my own style of work. the Williams campus, and are taught by  patinginit aswell.

| am thankful for everything she
has shown me. |

\

What are your concerns - /
about theschoolspublic health/ SUdentsare_eX ™
narition? posed to the basics of .
From what | understand the : : )
school isdoing an excellent job nlftySk”ISbUt don’t
with nutrition. | look forward to haveto makea huge
helping students acquire a . ) .
healthy lifestyle. timecommitment. Sressing out from the
IRV T e e —— college apjlzgllcatlon pro-
atefor studentsto stay home? Cess: 1PS from
A student should stay home _ Guidance.............. Page2
ONLY if their illness will inter- taleng:rj college students and community
. fere with others health or education. mem S, . .
photo By: Eeho St A middle school in Maineisgiving of Wrr]]ere d You L earn That2t ismodeled Pictures from
out birth-control pillstostudents would | e eextremely successful Adventures Shakesp('eage and
Mt. Greylock doanythinglikethat? {,r\‘/.ILI?’am' noprogra Whlgc]r?e%m flﬂgg‘f Company’s “ Romeo and
In a effort to welcome new staff members to | am new to thisjob. Thisquestion is Tr: 'a'ﬂi(éwn eme_ntfla_ry _oohln - Juliet” .. Page3
the Mt. Greylock Community, the Echo complex and | aminterested in exploring loug venturesin Learning has been
continues its feature of new staff interviews. the subject. going strong for many years, thisisonly
What doyoulikeabout MG?What do the t2||rd season of Where'd You Learn Meet the new ABC
you think could bechanged? (Nutrition, Th"\itw\'( LT . _ _ students................ Page3
. : made its debut in the spring of
By Davinica Nemtzow Ovirﬁugsalﬁghrgggﬁslﬁiﬂﬁ?g:) lace | 2006, but now takes place between the
What isyour name? towork. | Zym surethat | will discovgr the | fall and winter sports seasons each yeer. Sean Peltier reflectson
NicholeBerry RN. thingswe do really well and thosethings | OMall class sizes of about 10-15kids al- this Fall’s sports season
Wheredoyou comefrom? that | can help work on. low the middle schoolers from different |~ ... Page4
I’velivedin NorthAdams my wholelife. towns to get to know each other.

Asthe students make new friends, they \ /
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GUIDANCE/OPINION

By Guidance Department & Echo Staff

The most stressful of semester of a high school student’s career is often the fall of hisor her senior year. In
addition to the regular load of nightly homework, sports practice, jobs, and other activities, many seniors
find themselves in the nightmare known as the college application process. Whether applying early
decision, early action, or just normally the stress of applying to college is inevitable. In an attempt to
alleviate some of this stress, the Echo has, with the help of the Guidance Department, assimilated a list of

IMPORTANT DATES:

Nov. 21: Applicantswith aeither aDecember 15 or January 1
deadline must submit their pink “request sheet” to the Guid-

Page 2

important tips, information, and dates that are important in the application process.

What isthe
Common
Application?

The Common Application is a
standardized application accepted
by over 275 collegesin the United
States. Filled out either onlineor in
person, the Common Application’s
simplified processallowsfor more
applicationsto be sent with less ef -
fort. While some schools offer the
option of filling out either the Com-
mon App. or the school’s specific
application, a magjority of schools
reguire the Common Application
and the school’s supplement form.
The CommonApplicationisavail-
able at www.commonapp.org.

CommonApplication Tips

Giveyourself enoughtime
before your deadline to fill out the
application thoughtfully and thor-
oughly.

. Make sureyou have com-
pleted any supplement forms re-
quired by your school (including
essays).

Once completed, review
and print your application before
sending for proofreading.

Schedule an appointment
with your Guidance Counselor if
you have any questions regarding
the Common Application or appli-
cation process.

Ask an English teacher to
review your essay for grammar and
spelling mistakes.

Don’'t wait until the last
minute to start your Common Ap-
plication.

Sepsto Complete Your
Applications

1  Scheduleaconferencewithyour counselor at least four
weeks before your earliest application deadline. Be sure your
counselor has your completed Student Data Sheet before your
appointment. Your counselor cannot send your transcript or
writeyour collegerecommendation until you’ vehad thiscon-
ference.

2 Goonline, call, or write collegesfor application forms.
The Guidance Office hasan application file from which you can
take application formsfor some colleges and the Common Appli-
cation.

3. Using the “pink sheet,” make arequest to Mrs. Rioux
for the submission of your high school transcript and counsel or
recommendation. Guidance must receive your request at least
three weeks before the application deadline. If the application
deadline is Jan. 1 through 15, Guidance must receive your re-
guest no later than November 21. Attach the School Report Form
or Counselor Report Form with your “pink sheet” if oneis pro-
vided in your application packet.

4. Arrangefor teacher recommendations.

5. Guidance submits counselor recommendations and of -
ficial transcripts. You areresponsiblefor coordinating and send-
ing all other correspondence. In rare circumstances where your
college requires everything in one complete packet, see your
counselor!

6.  Send your SAT and/or ACT scores to the college.

7. Asyoubegin hearing back from colleges, let your coun-
selor or Mrs. Rioux know whether or not you' ve been accepted
and where you plan to attend.

AdmissionsOptions
In Higher Education

Regular Decision:

Non-binding

Students submit an application by
a specified date and receive a deci-
sioninaclearly stated period of time.

Rolling Admissions:
Non-binding

Institutions review applications as they are
submitted and render admission decisions
throughout the admission cycle.

. Whenis it

Early Action:

Non-binding

Studentsapply early and receive adecision well
in advance of the institution’s regular response
date.

structure ?

Early Decision:

Binding

Students make a commitment to afirst-choice
institution where, if admitted they definitely will
enroll. Theapplicationdeadlineand decisiondead- .o esa
line occur early.

Restrictive Early Action:

Non-binding

Students apply to an institution of preference
and receive a decision early. They may be re-
stricted from applying ED or EA or REA to other
ingtitutions. If offered enrollment, they have until
May 1to confirm.

(

— (if common app.)

Required Form Checkligt:

Completed application form & supplements

___Paid application fee

__ Officia high school transcript (submitted by Guidance)
___ Teacher recommendation

___ Counselor recommendation/ report form

___ Parent “brag” sheet (to Guidance)

___Pink request form (to Guidance)

___Official report of test scores

___Early Decision Agreement (if applicable)

___School Report Form (to Guidance)

) for wrong
answers?

scored?

to schools?

exams?

register?

Heed more

administered?

What is the test

What is the test

Is there a penalty

How is the test

Are all scores sent

Are there other
uses for the

Best time to

information?

ance department by this date.

\_

Dec. 1: December SATs and Subject Tests are given
Dec. 8: December ACTsaregiven

Dec. 15: Applications Due (for some schools)

Dec. 26: Registration for Jan. SATs ends

Jan. 1: Applications Due (for some schools)

Jan. 4: Registration for Feb. ACTsends

Jan. 26: January SATs and Subject Tests are given
Feb. 9: February ACTsaregiven

Your Essay

Most applications have an essay question. A good essay can
be the determining factor in your college acceptance. Treat the
college essay asyou would animportant critical analysis paper for
English: do an outline, several drafts, and afinal version. Get help
from your English teacher. Good essays take time so begin well

ahead of your application deadline.

Treat the college essay asyou would
an important critical analysispaper for

English

Many of the most convincing applications are those written by
students who show a passion for something the college offers.
Remember,the most important thing about the application essay is
not how well you write but what you write.

Seven times peryear

Ten-section exam: Three
Critical Reading, three Math,
three Writing, and one
Experimental. The Experimental
section iz masked to look like a
regular section.

Math: up to 9th grade hasic
geametry and Algebra Il
Science: none.

Reading: sentence caompletions,
short and long critical reading
passanes, reading
comprehensian.

Wiriting: an es=ay, and
fuestions testing grammar,
usage, and word choice.

Yes

200-800 per section, added
together for a combined scare. A
2400 is the highest possible
camhined scare.

Yes. If a student requests a
scare report be sentto specific
colleges, the repart will include
the scores the student received
on every SAT taken.

Scholarship purposes.

At least six weeks hefore the
fest date

Educational Testing Sence
(ETE)

(609) 771-7600
Wi, BTE . O

SAT VasusACT

ACT

Six times peryear

Four-section exam: English,
Math, Reading, and Science
Reaszoning. An Experimental
section is added to tests on
certain dates only, and is cleatrly
BEpRriMEental.

Math: up to trigonometry.
Science: chars, experiments.
Reading: four passages, one
each of Prase Fiction, Social
Stience, Humanities, and
Matural Science.

English: stresses drammar.

Mo

1-36 for each subject, averaged
for a composite score. A 36 s
the highest possible composite
SCore.

No. There is a"Scare Choice"
aption. Students can choose
wehich schools will receive their
scares AMD which scores the
schools will see.

Scholarship purposes. Ceain
statewide testing programs.
At leastfour weeks before the

test date

ACT, Inc..
319y 337-1000

i AT O

Courtesy of Princeton Review

http://www.princetonreview.com/college/testprep/testprep.asp? TPRPAGE=141
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NEWS/ARTS

Shakespeare and Company’sRomeo & Juliet

UNION

Continued from Page 1

Advantages of this new union between
Lanesboro and Williamstown would in-
clude a closer relationship between the
two schoolswith the possibility of future
regionalization, elementary curriculum
alignment through asingle administrative
team, and expected budgetary savings
through a shared Superintendent and
other staff members. In addition to these
advantages, the unionization of the two
elementary schools may enhance both
towns' ability to secure anew high school
approval from the Massachusetts School
Building Authority.

Though the advantages of this pro-
posal seem numerous, unfavorable and
challenging situations that could arise
from this union include personnel costs,
dual town agreement on the hiring/con-
tracting of the new superintendent, and
both districts accountability for Adequate
Yearly Progress as mandated by the No
Child Left Behind Act.

As the school year progresses, both
townswill continueto investigate the pos-
sibility of afuture school union. Additional
information regarding the School Union
Re-organization may be obtained at the
Lanesboro School Committee meeting,
Tuesday November 20, at 7pm, hosted in
the library of the Lanesboro Elementary
School.

Photos Courtesy of Karen and Hank Gold

Calling all
Thespians!

Shakespeare and Company’s 19th Annual
Fdl Festival takesplace thisweekend, Novem-
ber 15-18 at Founders Theatrein Lenox. Mt.
Greylock’sRomeo and Juliet will beperformed
Friday, Nov. 16 at 6:30p.m. Hopeto seeyou

therel

Big changes at the ABC housg, as
new directors, sudents arrive

By Ginalannitelli

At the beginning of the 2007-08 school
year, theA Better Chance program (ABC) of
Williamstown, with aresidence on Hoxsey
Avenue experienced numerous alterations.
First, they received new resident directors.

(@he (Breplock Tcho

The Mount Greylock Echo is the
student newspaper of Mt. Greylock
Regional High School in
Williamstown, Mass. Published
monthly during the academic year,
each issue is developed and edited by
ateamof editorsand writers. Any
Mt. Greylock student may join the
staff, attend meetings and submit

Greylock student, are held at 2:30
p.m. in Mr. Niemeyer’s Room (54)

DavinicaNemtzow, Ginalannitelli,

articles. Mount Greylock Echo
Next issue: Mt. Greylock Regiona High School
Fri., Dec. 21, 2007 1781 Cold Spring Road
Deadline: Williamstown MA 01267
Thurs, Dec. 13, 2007 (413) 458-9582
Saff meeting: al submissions:
\_ Mon., Dec. 3, 2007 greylockecho@yahoo.com )

Saff meetings, open any to Mt.
Issue Editor
Shannon Young
This month’s Staff
Melody Edwards, MartaKowitz,
Shannon Young, Sean Peltier,

Matt Baker-White

ThomasAlexander and Joiel Ray-Alexander,
after the departure of former directors
Megan Jennings and Mike Dostal. The
house al so wel comed two Mount Greylock
freshmen thisyear, Nolan Roy of Brooklyn,
NY, and ChristinAlayon of Bronx, NY.

The mission statement of the ABC pro-
gramis“to substantially increase the num-
ber of under-represented youth assuming
positions of responsibility and leadership
in American society.” Throughout the
school year, seven to eight students from
different cities such as Philadelphiaand New
York City live in a house along with their
resident directorsin Williamstown. The cur-
rent students are Jonayah Jackson (' 08),
Anthony Bellmon (' 08), Jordan Adames
('09), GinaRiggins (' 09), Ty-kiaHay (' 10),
Nolan and Christin (' 11).

The guidelines for staying in the pro-
graminvolve maintaining aB- average, and
the students are pushed to take a challeng-
ing class load. The objective is to prepare
the students for further education. Roy ex-
plains that his mom introduced him to the
program and signed him up, whileAlayon’'s
school, KIPP, had numerous connections
to programs with the same objectives as
ABC.

Roy and Alayon offered their thoughts

on the new situation. “What | like about
Mount Greylock/Williams aretheteachers,”
says Roy. “| personally think they are very
understanding and caring.”

Alayon agrees with Roy’s positive and
Alayon. He was an ABC student as well,
coming from the Bronx to Williamstown for
asummer and eventually attending school
in Connecticut. Currently, heisthe MCLA
Coordinator for ALANA and International
Student Programs and Services.

Hiswife, Joiel Ray-Alexander, isatalk-
show host, motivational speaker, and aso
worksin fitness. She hasreceived multiple
awards, including the NY S Governor’s Trib-
ute to African American Leaders of Excel-
lencein State Service, aswell astheVisions
for Life Award from the Albany Branch of
the National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People (NAACP).

So far, the ABC program is looking for-
ward to another successful year with itsnew
members. “My favorite hobby is mainly
having fun; any sport makes me happy,”
says Nolan Roy. Alayon concurs again: “I
just like to hang out with friends. | love to
meet new people!”

Anyone with questions regarding the
ABC program can visit http://
greylockabc.org/program.
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Mt. Greylock says goodbye to senior fall athletes

By: Sean Peltier

Recently, something has hit this writer
harder then John L ucido hitswoul d-be ball
carriers. A cycle that has been occurring
for years has started once again, only this
timel’ mincluded.

The year of ceremonies and teary fare-
wells has begun as yet another crop of se-
nior student-athletes prepare to graduate
from Mount Greylock Regiond High School.
| began to redlize just how imminent the
future is during a post race cross-country
meeting.

Coach Burdick paused to congratulate
the large number of us that had run per-
sonal bests on the course and commented
that he looked forward to us running there
againnext year. | smiled until | realized that
for me, there was no next year.

In aregion dominated by Red Sox fans
perhaps that ideal is hard for us to grasp,
but the fact remains, the clock is running
on our high school careers, let's make the
most of thetimeremaining.

Being a high school sports fan is a lot
likebeingaMinor League baseball fan, you
watch ayoung athlete develop into hisfull
potential and just asyou’ re getting used to
cheering for him, he moves on to better
things.

Yet whilethisishappening, to me, some
bright eyed middle-schooler is slipping on
cross-country spikesfor the first time with
agleeful look in his eyes. Who knows, six
years from now he may be a state cham-
pion.

During this fall’s sports season, every
team with the exception of the football
squad enjoyed successful campaigns. The
volleyball team, lead by senior captains
Ashley Bouchard, Meaghan Stiles, and
Katy Markland advanced to the second
round of the Western Mass. Tournament
after their most successful volleyball sea-
son to date.

Though for many, it'salmost impossible
to picture the team without Bouch, Stiles,

Blair Dils coaches aJVvand VarS|ty boys soccer practlce

Photo by: Shannon Young

and Markland, there’'sasmall part of even
myself that looks forward to the era of
Chelsea Garrison and Mary Whittaker.

Thegirls soccer team, asquad filled by
mostly seniors went from a sub .500 sea-
sonlast year, to afine showing in the West-
ern Mass Tourney.

Despite the loss of his seniors, Coach
Tom Ostheimer has a number of up-and-
coming stars to work with, including the
likes of Karampotsos and Houston to lead
the charge.

The boys' team fell in overtime of the
Western Mass. finals 1-0 to Hampshire. The

senior-laden squad, lead by Condron,
Galli, and Mason, will now turntojuniors
Than Finan, Alvand Hadjizahdah and
sophomore Taylor Foehl for the 2008-09
season.

Theonly twofall sportsteamsleft alive
at this time are the boys and girls cross-
country teams.

The boys, lead by senior and Western
Mass. champion Nick Fogel, aswell as5th
man, Peter Glover, will look tojunior Patrick
Joslin, a superb sophomore class and
middle school phenom Matt Chueng.

Thegirls' team, perhapsthe deepestin

school history, will misssenior, Lindley Bell.
But the squad features anumber of talented
middle school runners. Both the boys and
girls will compete in the state meet at
Gardiner thisweekend.

Some people, it seems, aredetermined to
go throughout their senior year in azombie-
like state, just waiting for high school to be
over.

Don't bethat zombie. Play alittle harder,
cheer a little louder, and when debating
whether or not to attend an event, go. We
have the rest of our livesto be burdened by
ridiculous amounts of work -- seize the day.

Volleyball boundsand leapsto 14-4 season behind Lee

By Meody Edwardsand MartaK owitz

On the night of Nov. 2, the Greylock Mounties and the
Ware Indians found themselves head to head, battling for
the chance to advance in the Western Mass Tournament.
Though eleventh-seeded Ware arrived with a furious de-
sire to claim a victory, they just couldn’t handle the heat
that the No. 6 Mounties brought to the floor.

Greylock made quick work of thefirst game, pulling ahead
early and winning with a score of 25-11. In game two, the
Indianstried to recover from the one game deficit, forcing
the Mounties to step up their already solid serving and
offense.

Despite the Indians' effort, the Mounties eventually
brought the significantly closer second game to an end
with a25-23 win. With theintent of neatly wrapping up the
match, Greylock kept the fire burning throughout the third
game.

Ware, attempting desperately to prolong thefight, pulled
out the stops with voca encouragement and floor burn-
inducing dives. Nevertheless, the Mounties were already
speeding along the road to victory.

Theseseniorshaveimproved
every step of theway, goingfrom a
winlessfir st season, to being one of
themost fear ed teamsin theleague
thisyear.
|

The match was concluded with a rocketing spike by
junior ChelseaGarrison, leaving thethird gamewith ascore
of 25-19. As the crowd erupted in jubilant applause, the
team spilled onto the floor, forming ajumping mass of joy.
They were one step closer to the Western Mass title.

Only three days after their resounding defeat of Ware,
Greylock journeyed to Mahar to take on the No. 3 Sena-

tors.
Though the Mountiesfell in four games, (25-16, 26-24,

21-25, 25-22) they did not go quietly. Greylock stuck with
Mahar through most of the match, utilizing their deadly
killsand superior serving skills. Although the loss marked
the end of the Mounties’ winning season, the girls had
certainly developed a strong reputation within the league
and the school community over the course of thefall.

Never before had the Greylock volleyball team made it
past thefirst round of the Western Mass. Tournament, and
not until last year had they qualified at all. In fact, it was
only three seasons ago that volleyball became an option at
Mount Greylock.

As this season comes to a close, the program says
goodbye to the girls who started the journey as freshman.
These seniors have improved every step of the way, going
from awinlessfirst season, to being one of the most feared
teams in the league this year. In fact in the regular season
thisfall, the girlsboasted a 14-4 record, second only to the
rival LeeWildcats.

With the culmination of thisyear’scompetition, theteam
isalready looking forward to what promisesto be a bright
futurefor Mount Greylock volleyball.

Haveyou sold your fruit yet?

MGRHS students can pick up order sheetsin the
superintendent’s office and sell friends, family and
neighbors Floridacitrus oranges or red grapegruit at
$25 a box. Profits are donated to the Friends of the
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Romeo and Juliet
T (R AT BT Ty e The Compaty

10 FREANRACS b ] A

Romeo & Julie

T

be. Cireyleck Teglenal High Scheod procam

Romeo & Jullet

Doeecres] Py banathan oo S ]84 AiigEiden
Laztimmes dmipmed by Cadip Gray
Srape Manager: T kiniE
thectrios Coordinarce: |chs Elder
Lighis designed by Tachariah Jisdler

o] Peownd Opemeon  Michaels Lane




November 16, 2007 Mount Greylock Echo




November 16, 2007 Mount Greylock Echo

Thefall
2007
production
of Romeo
& Juliet at

Mount
Greylock
Regional

High
School,

Nov. 9,
2007. All

photos

copyright,

2007, by
Hank
Gold.




