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Superintendent Travisreviewsyear, talksfuture

By the Echo Saff

This year has been a fruitful one,
and also one full of many
conflicts and controversies. Four
of the Mt. Greylock Echo staff
interviewed Dr. Travis for a year-
end wrap up and also what he
sees in store for the coming
years. The discussion included
the rotating schedule, replacing
of staff, the new school building,
the atmosphere of Greylock.

What challenges do you fore-
see for next year?

Travis: Well, there’'s no ques-
tion that the budget will be areal
factor next year. This year’s bud-
get was close to balanced with
many reserves that the School
Committee has in its own posses-
sion, which includesthemoney for
[school] choice students and the
fund which is supposed to be for
the long term maintenance of the
school building, and they’ ve taken
dollars out of that. They took
$300,000 s from that last year and
they took $175,000 thisyear and there’sonly $40,000
left in the balance. Now if the boiler wereto go, and
that’soriginal to the building, it would be $200,000 or
$300,000 to replacethat item. So thereisn’t money to
bail the school out next year. So either that’san over-
ride, drastic cuts...so from the very beginning of the
years, that’s going to be amajor discussion.

Travis.

If cuts are necessary next year, which budget
item should be the first to go?

Travis: | would take the position that we are cut-
ting no more, and the town will have to vote for an
override, andif they refuseto passan override, | would
take that as a vote of no confidence, and the school
committee may need different leadership. And | feel
that strongly about it...the quality of the school isin
jeopardy. So | don’t know what will happenwith things
likefuel costs; arethey going to come downto area-
sonable level? Because that's taking a lot of our
money, the cost for electricity. Indirectly we pay for
fuel because we lease buses...There's [the cost of]
health insurance; if it keeps climbing at double-digit
increases, it wipes out any possible savings that we
might get from cost of living increases and obvioudly,
there are issues out there that really aren’t under the
control of the school committee...and | think the public
consciousness has to rise to say that youth are worth
the investment.

From Left: Rachel Payne, Isa St. Clair, Lucy White, and Shan Wang interview Dr.

Aside from balancing the budget, what are
your plans for next year?

Travis: | really want to get...Pathways up and
running. | think it's been unfairly portrayed as a pos-
sibly vocational aternative to what McCann has to
offer, and quite to the contrary, | see it as a focused
opportunity for some students to take the kind of se-
guences courses that they really need to assure that
they can have a post-secondary, college experience.
So for the students who are not as fortunate as are
the majority of Mt. Greylock students, to afford big
scholarshipsfor acollege education, they would bein
a position to work and go to schoal, if that iswhat’'s
ahead of them. | think the school inlots of waysisso
homogeneous that it ignores those kids who are any
different from that, so it sort of troubles me to see
people preoccupied with issues global warming and
the sacrifices we need to make and then turn their
backs on the kids who need a helping hand because
they’ renot as bright or they don’t catch on asquickly,
and they need alternativesfor learning. | at least think
that the letter in the last edition of The Echo sort of
said that those kids don’t count, and leave us alone,
we're doing just fine, thank you; we're going on to
college. So |l think it'sareal challenge; not to demon-
strate that we have that type of student, because |
think we know we have that type of student. It's a
matter of getting those types of students engaged so

Caterpillar sinvade Greylock

By Gina lanitelli and Shannon Young
Every spring, thousands of tent caterpillars descend upon Berkshire County and nestle themselvesin maple
and appletrees. Unfortunately, Mt. Greylock High school isnot immuneto this epidemic as students areforced
to live amongst these creepy critters. Early in May these caterpillars made their homesin the trees around Mt.
Greylock and began their wrath upon the students.

Remember the days when the caterpillars were cute, fun-to-hold companions whose arrival every
spring was secretly looked forward to? Well, they have taken advantage of our kindness and have now estab-
lished homes on every square inch of Massachusetts. They drop like tiny parachutists on unsuspecting pedes-
trians and, even worse, bikers and runners who have almost no chance to avoid running into them. Aggravated
students are can be heard expressing their annoyance and fear of being bombarded by the “furry monstrosi-
ties’, asthey are dubbed by Gina Riggins.

Studentstake different approaches when battling the sneaky stalkers: while some avoid them or merely
brush them off, otherstake more drastic measures and squish every onein sight with vengeance. Though these
are popular methods of dealing with them, many students agree that if they are not bothering them, they give
them the cold shoulder—but upon feeling the pitter-patter of little feet on their shoulder, they scream and jump
up and down asif they are being possessed. “ Caterpillars scare me, especially when they swoop,” confesses

Continued on Page 6

, that they will have ameaning-
ful future...l think that it was
aso not agood job on my part
insalling the concept. Thefact
that someone can misinterpret
itinthat way meansthat some
more has to be done.

Is there anywhere stu-
dents interested in the pro-
gram can gotofind morein-
formation on pathways?

Travis: The guidance of-
fice is beginning to gather in-
formation. There are a lot of
commitments that have yet to
be made and there are anum-
ber of businesses in
Williamstown—we' re explor-
ing possibilities—that would be
willing to take students,
whether they are technology
or in business, and givethem a
job, either after school orinthe
summer of their junior year,
where they would get real,
hands on experience. | would
need to get the written com-
mitmentsof variousbusinesses
for a number of slots for stu-
dents. As soon as that comes we'll have announce-
ments for parents and kids next year and hope to
bring that on and that they take advantage of it.

Do you expect that it will be pretty popular?

Travis: | don’t know how popular it would be, but
between kidswho leave hear for McCann, or choose
not to come here in the first place—I think that's a
good 20 or 30 kids ayear—and that isagood humber
to try to save, or retain. The kids who don’'t come
hereat al, who Greylock lost in thelast round of cuts
of staff, any kind of program that would offer them
something of a job experience (there's nothing in
woodworking, there’ snothing in robotics; thesewere
not vocational programs, they did not train you for a
job, but they were enough “hands-on” so that stu-
dents came here). With those gone, some students
don’t come here at all, they go directly to McCann
and | think whereas they would rather come here,
because they have their friends, and they’ve been
through Williamstown Elementary, or Lanesboro, or
Hancock. | think they deserve to stay with people
they know.

. ... | think that someone who knows what
McCann hasto offer knowsthat they offer very high
tech and in some of the programs very heavy duty
things like welding and electronics, and automotive

Continued on Page 5
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THE GRADUATES

Farewel| to Seniors, Where Are They Going?

Josh Perlman American University

Alison Callins Assumption College

Brittnea Frazer Bay Path College

ChrisMiller Becker College

Eric Rock Becker College

Marco Moreno Berkshire Community College
Dustin Nalven Berkshire Community College
Jordan Wendling Berkshire Community College
Jessie Kirkwood Berkshire Community College
TaraYoung Berkshire Community College
Luke Beverly Berkshire Community College
Greg Russ4ll Berkshire Community College
John Elder Berkshire Community College
Earl Edwards Boston College

SethKelley Bowdoin College

Elizabeth Weimer
Rorry Brenner

Carleton College
Carnegie Mellon University

Chester College of New England

AngelaRussell Castleton State College
Kelly Johnson

Greg Burton Clark University

Rachel Glover Clark University

Christopher Spencer Clarkson University

Logan Garrity College of Wooster
Caitlin O’ Brien College of Wooster
Nick Edwards Connecticut College
Katrina Weider Curry College
Katelin Bailey Dartmouth University
Dan Onorato

AmeliaRichardson
Jesse MacDonald
Mackenzie Haig
Matt England

Irene Bayly
Spencer Kowitz
Alexander Kohut
Eleanor Goerlach

Daytona Beach Community College

Dickinson College

Emerson College

Fashion Institute of Design and Merchandising
Franklin Pierce College

SUNY Geneseo

Gettysburg College

Grinnell College

Hampshire College

International Academy of Design and Technology

Amy Mendes Hampshire College
Nate Wootters Hampshire College
Dan Robinson

Seth George Keene State College
Kate Grady Keene State College
Kael Woodyard Keene State College
Sarah Bailey Keene State College

Penelope Almonte

Laboratory Institute of Fashion Merchandising

Mackenzie Burnham L ake Forest College

Sam L epicier Lake Forest College
Erica Newton Lasell College

Sean Condron Lees Mcrae College
AllisonHall-Jordan Lesley University
Andrea Frank McCann Technical School
Ashley Boutin

M assachusetts College of Liberal Arts

DevinB.-Bosshold M assachusetts College of Liberal Arts

Katlynn Lemaire
Patti Shartrand
Mandy Moriarty
Jake Meyers
Nicole Pedercini
Lyndsay Cimini
TorieNichols
Clayton Johnson
Andrew Agostini
James O’ Nelll
JuliaRea

Jen Rosenthal
KegjiaTang
DanielleAllard
Hannah Rinehart
NoeleAllard

Courtney Archibald

Ann Connolly
Kaitlin Baker
Jennifer Noyes
TomKildahl
Pamela Freeman
Ryan Hall

Ben Just
Rachael Hogan
Alexis Rosasco
Paul Bergmann
Jeff Robak

Alex Karampatsos

SabrinaGogan
Matt Clement

Kyle Flynn-Kasuba

Sarah George
Josh Grauman
AurieDelano
PhilippeLanglois
L ucas Jandl

ColinMacDonad

Molly Mackin
Jadeene Gabay
Simon Reinhardt
Katie Galusha
AlyshaApkin

SamanthaBaldwin

FloraLim

Maki Matsui
JakePhillips
Carl Kubler
Jason Silberstein
EmmaBrooke
Hope Ross
Derek Carlson

CoalinMcLaughlin

M assachusetts College of Liberal Arts
M assachusetts College of Liberal Arts
M assachusetts College of Liberal Arts
M assachusetts College of Liberal Arts
M assachusetts College of Liberal Arts
Mildred Elley School

Mount &. Mary’s College

Nichols College

Northfield Mount Hermon School
Otterbein

Penn Sate

Pitzer College

Princeton University

Providence College

Quinnipiac University

Roger Williams University

Roger Williams University

Salem State College

Simmons College

. Michael’s College

. Olaf College

Temple University

Temple University

Trinity College

Tufts University

Tufts University

University of Massachusetts Amher st
University of Massachusetts Amher st
University of Massachusetts Amher st
University of Massachusetts Amher st
University of Massachusetts Amher st
University of Massachusetts Amher st
University of Massachusetts Dartmouth
University of Massachusetts Dartmouth
University of New England

Carleton University at Ottawa
University of Wisconsin

University of Vermont

Vassar College

Wesleyan University

Wesleyan University

Wheaton College

Wheaton College

Williams College

Williams College

Williams College

Worcester State College

Yale University

Yale University

Sudying Abroad

Sudying Abroad

United States Marine Corps

United States Air Force

Areally sweet project: The making of Challah bread
- Siating

When the Clarksburg Bread Co. bak-
ery on Spring Street in Williamstown
closed in 2004, fans of sweet Challah
bread, including membersof theregion’s
Jewish community, were left without
their favorite source of sustenance.

As her senior project, Jen Rosenthal
set out to recreate the experience. Ap-
prenticing herself in January to baker
Joe Madison of Lanesborough, she
learned to mix and bake the special
dough an considered the question: “How
can| effectively make achallah-baking
businessin the Berkshires?’

“Though it may seem easy, there are
six ropes and it can sometims get com-
plicated,” Rosenthal wrote in her final
report. “If abraidistoo lose, teh challah
can sometimes come apart in the oven.”
She sold the bread she baked, donating
all proceeds to the Hurricane Katrina
relief efforts. Jen’s original recipe,
printed here, makes 10 loaves. To ad-
just for one loaf, divide all ingredients
by 10. Rosenthal says her project made
new connections with the community,
taught her a bit of Jewish history, and
more accepting of crticism as she
learned to bake.

Bread

20 eggs

1 cup Gluten

1/3 cup salt
1¥scupsoil

10 packages yeast
5/3 cups water
8% cups water

30 cupsflour

Glaze
Y4 cup + 2 tablespoons honey
Y4 cup + 2 tablespoons water

6 eggyolks

Directions

1) Warm mixing bowl by running un-
der hot water

2) Empty bowl and add 8% cups
warm water

3) Add yeast and let soften in water

4) Add honey, salt, ail, gluten, eggs,
and flour

5) Mix al for approx. 2 minutes, let
rest for approx. 15 minutes

6) Mix again for approx. 5 minutes
Dough should cling to dough hook and
leave sides of bowl clean. Add more

flour as necessary.
7) Remove dough from bowl, spray
lightly with oil and let risefor approx. 2
hours.
8) Punch down and let rise again for

Y hour, divideinto 5 oz. balls.

9) Rall into ropesand braid, 6 ropes
per loaf.

10) Bake at 350° in regular oven or
325° in convection oven.
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SENIOR PROJECTS

What we did: Music, service, work, history, world and more

DanielleAllard
NoelleAllard
PenelopeAlmonte
Alysha Apkin
Courtney Archibald
Katelin Bailey
Sarah Bailey
Kaitlin Baker

SamanthaBaldwin
Irene Bayly

Paul Bergmann
LucasBeverly
Ashley Boutin
Rorry Brenner
EmmaBrooke
Amber Bryant

Devin B. Bosshold
Mackenzie Burnham

Greg Burton

Derek Carlson

Lyndsay Cimini
Matt Clement

Charles Cochran
Alison Collins
Sean Condron
Ann Connolly
Aurie Delano

Desiree DeMyer
Earl Edwards

Nick Edwards
John Elder

Matt England
Kyle Flynn-Kasuba
Andrea Frank
BrittneaFrazer
PameaFreeman
ChrisFoio
Jadeene Gabay
Katie Galusha
NadiaGarofao
Logan Garrity

Sarah George
Seth George

Eleanor Goerlach
Rachel Glover

Sabrina Gogan

Kate Grady
Josh Grauman

MackenzieHaig
RyanHall

Allison Hall Jordan
Rachael Hogan
Lucas Jandl
Clayton Johnson
Kelly Johnson

How does one go about designing and creating three spring
dresses?

How can | learn the skills needed to create awedding cake?
How does the media affect ateenage girl’s body image?
How does one manage awomen’s retail clothing store?
How can | promote community service through
advertisement?

How can | transfer my skills playing violin to learning to play
celo?

How can | learnto help an autistic child in an educational
environment?

What are various ways to find out the genealogy or heritage
of one'sfamily?

How can | learn to make awedding cake?

How can | determine how successful people have been
inspired to achieve goals?

How can| createafilmthat will improve my skillsasawriter,
director, etc?

How can an individual working with Friends of Pontoosac,
help maintain the lake's ecosystem?

How can | create clothing specifically designed for my
body?

How can | learn how to create sports equipment directory
website that will become profitable?

How can | effectively immerse myself in aforeign cultureand
sharethe experience?

How can | lose and maintain the ideal body weight for my
sze?

How can | make my novel ready to be published?

How can | learn the processes needed to successfully
operate and manage a restaurant?

How can various interviewing techniques be used to create
an informative and entertaining documentary on the Senior
Project?

How can | learn how to predict and evaluate stock market
successfully?

How and what isit like owning asmall business?

Which suits me better, being an accountant or being a
financia advisor?

How can | write edit and ultimately publish a1950s British
spy novel?

How can | successfully capture my senior year through
photographs?

How can | learn the proper balance between physical and
mental preparation for X-C skiing?

How can | learn skills needed to teach special needs
children?

How doesthe art of Shaolin-Kempo-Karate help improvethe
quality of my life?

How can | learn how to design clothes for a fashion show?
To what extent isalcholism among Native Americansaresult
of legacy of oppression?

How can | best learn and implement skillsto craft an
animated movie using Maya?

How can | create education theatre lighting and sound
handbook using my knowledge to teach middle school ¢
children?

How can | master the art of fly tying?

How does one brew beer and what is the history?

Isgraffiti an art or acrime?

How does sudden blindness affect life of ateen and how
does the teen learn to cope?

How can | help guide trouble Hispanic youth of Berkshire
county by providing educational information to themin
Spanish?

How can customizing avehicleincreaseitsvalue?

How can | volunteer my servicesin an effort to help benefit
victimsof Hurricane Katrina?

How can | develop skills for the teaching and coaching of
swimmers?

How can | communicate the activites of acommunity arts
center to encourage participation?

To what extent can | transform myself into atrained
triathlete?

How can | create emotionsthrough my art?

How do you own and operate a successful restaurant in
Williamstown?

How can | write and submit anovel for publication?

To what extent do the clothes we wear shape our memories
and our emotions?

How can | gtransform an interest in talent in acting into
Murder mystery dinner theatre production?

How do | learn what is necessary to start a day spa?

How can | profitably run a computer construction business
within Mt. Greylock?

How can | learn the steps and procedures involved in
making aformal dress?

How can | learn the business of operating a successful
restaurant?

How can | prepare extened unit of instruction for second
graders?

How can | learn CAD software and design aesthetically
pleasing yet efficient building?

How can | create functional yet appealing website for Long
Point Corporation?

To what extent do our emotions affect our performancein
athletic competition?

How can | effectively transform one of my short storiesinto
agraphic novel?

Ben Just

Alex Karampatsos

SethKelley
TomKildahl

Jessie Kirkwood
Alex Kohut
Spencer Kowitz

Carl Kubler

Philippe Langlois

KatlynnLemaire
Sam Lepicier

FHoraLim

Colin MacDonald
Jesse MacDonald

Molly Mackin
Maki Matsui

ColinMcLaughlin
Amy Mendes

Jake Meyers
ChrisMiller
Marco Moreno

Mandy Moriarty
Dustin Nalven
EricaNewton
TorieNichols

Jen Noyes

CaitlinO' Brien
James O’ Nelll

Dan Onorato
Nicole Pedercini

Josh Perlman
Jake Phillips

Holly Polson
JuliaReal

Simon Reinhardt
AmeliaRichardson

Hannah Rinehart
Jeff Robak

Dan Robinson
Eric Rock

Alexis Rosasco
Jen Rosenthal
Hope Ross
Angela Russell
Greg Russell
Keith Schindler
L ouis Shacar
Patti Shartrand
Joseph Sicotte
Jason Silberstein
Chris Spencer
Phil Sullivan
KegjiaTang

JessicaVickery
KatrinaWeider

Elizabeth Weimer
J. Wendling
Katie White
Kael Woodyard

Nate Wootters
TaraYoung

How through historical research and the acquisition of
manual skillscan | most accurately reproduce an 18" century
tomahawk?

How can | learn and research coaching younger children
soccer?

How do | speak Mandarin?

How can | make a handbook to assist future seniorsin
choosing the right college?

How can | create aWoman's Guidebook to Automobiles?
How do soccer styles vary worldwide from region to region?
How can | coach instruct and guide younger children to
learn the game of basketball?

How can | become skilled in cooking avariety of traditional
Chinese dishes using locally available produce and
ingredients?

How doesthe Canadian Security Intelligence Service keep
Canada and its citizens safe?

How could | advance the public’s knowledge of horses?
How can onewith little knowledge of experience build aroad
bicycleframe

How can | create arealistic watercolor portrait using photos
and people as models?

How was hip hop evolved into its current form?

How havedesign trends changed within the American
automotive industry within the past ten years?

How can | educate my peers about the value of community
servicein athird-world country?

How can | write original fantasy novel that does not build
solely on action?

How is Kobudo relevant to modern society?

How do massage therapies improve personal health, and
how can | learn the skills to become atherapist?

Based on my experience, how can | prepare high school
students for college?

To what extent can a Jeep Wrangler be modified to off road
standards?

How can | captureasenior’slife at Greylock through
photography?

Show do | learn the steps in building own home?

How do primitivetribes survive?

How do | design my own formal prom dress?

How can design line of tube tops that appeal to general
population of high school females?

How can | learn skillsto become successful teacher of social
studies?

How can | learn photography skillsto create my own show?
How to develop mood compositions using knowledge of
mood in classical / neo-classical works?

How istelevision investigative report structured?

Why has underage drinking increased or decreased since
law change from 18to 21?

How can | write and record my own music?

What does it take to be a head football coach at the college
level?

How does diabetes affect ateen’slife?

How doesAlipine skiing affect personal health?

How can | publish awell crafted comic book anthology?
How might an advanced violinist teach herself to play cello
wdl?

How can | create family treethat is genealogically accurate?
How does one record and edit information to make a
successful documentary on the senior project?

How can| learnto makeafull websitefor alocal band?

To what extent is the presentation of food important to
restaurants and catering businesses?

What extent is art essential component of high school
education?

How can | create Challah baking businessin Williamstown?
How can | learn to communi cate with the hearing impaired?
How does one become licensed ski patroller?

How can | become stand-up comedian?

How do you rebuild an engine?

How design, plan and construct replica of Mt. Greylock
summit tower to symbolizeschool name?

How can | make movieteaching basic steps of riding,
caretaking of horses, etc?

How can | successfully produce direct and act in amusical
review of Disney tunes?

How can | move beyond classical flute training and expand
my repetoire?

How can | learn acomputer programming language and
apply it by attempting to make agame?

What responsibilities does a general manager need to
oversee aminor league organization?

How can one create awareness and help lower risk of STIsin
migrant worker popul ations?

How can | make photography portfolio about my life?

What does it take to write songs and record them in studio
and market CD?

How can | teach asmall group of beginner students the
fundamentals of playing cello?

How does a child cope when he learns at slower pace than
rest of peers

How to design effective peer mentoring between middle
schoolers and high school mentors?

How was pizza evolved fromits creation to its present form?
How can | make ashort animated film?

What are the measures a young dance student must take to
become a principle dancer with arenowned company?
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Scenes from Parentalia on May 25

Some 60 M GRHSstudents
received awar dsat the Greylock
L atin Program Parentaliadinner
and ceremony on May 25. Top
awar d winnerswer eliterally put on
pedestals, after parentsand school-
mateslooked on.Atright, diners
included, from left, Harris
MacDonald, Wed ey Richardson,
Patrick Jodin, and ChrisDensmore
|

Frisheeis
irit of
enior class

Astheschoal year iscomingtoaclose
and the 2006 senior class has been rev-
eling in the pleasures and benefits of
Senioritis, certain games and activities
have dominated thetime, effort, and joy
of Mt. Greylock seniors. By ssimply ob-
serving the barbecue-picnic-extrava-
ganza hosted by and for the Seniors on
Thursday, May 25", one can plainly see
what have become hardcore senior fads:
Ultimate Frisbee, Four Square,
longboarding, and the out-of -the-ordinary
Slip and Slide. With participants from
every lunch tableand every groupinthe
halls at break, these games are truly di-
verse and full representations of the
Senior class. Because I'm the most fa-
miliar with it, | have chosen to discuss
the game of Ultimate Frisbee, which,
despite its long-term presence in the
gym roster, hasrecently stolen the bod-
ies and hearts of an exceptional group
of Mt. Greylock seniors, including me.

It all started on adreary, cool day in
early Spring, when after continuously
playing Four Squarefor over amonthin
gym, senior Philippe Langlois casually
suggested that we take up a game of
Ultimate Frisbee. We had all played
before and everyone knew therules, so
the game was no surprise to anyone.
However, there must have been some-
thing in the air or the breakfast sand-
wiches or the Sand Springs water that
day, because after that game, we were
all hooked.

Aggressively diving for the Frisbee
and anxioudy defending our territory, we
would get intense thrills from making
dramatic catches or, contrarily, suffer
anger and disappointment from missing
throws to open teammates. Forming
temporary enemieson thefield and per-
manent bonds off the field, Ultimate
Frisbee united usin the halls, at lunch,
and in the classroom. The gamenot only
improved our coordination, overall fit-
ness, and gave us decent farmers’ tans,
but it created a positive outlet for our
pent-up energy, thus reducing the num-
ber of “dickings’” and phallic drawings
produced by the members of the Ulti-
mate phenomenon.

But Frisbee player or not, the Seniors
of Mt. Greylock have always been in-
volved in different activities together.
We' veremained atight group, and have
been known, whether jocks or nerds, to
engage cooperatively in games of Red
Rover, Four Square, ultimate Frisbee,
and even Dodgeball. We may get rowdy
and we may go overboard, but the se-
nior class—in fact the entire high
school—has never seen any real bully-
ing or fights since aslong as | can re-
member (middle-school excluded, of
course). IN short, these arbitrary games,
although competitive and intensely fun,
are concrete proof of the deep connec-
tion that we seniors have devel oped to-
wards each other over the years. For
we may not hang out outside of school
or some of us may even dislike each
other, but we can all respect each other
and get dong well enoughtojointogether,
as a representation of the class, for a
simple game of Ultimate Frisbee or Red
Rover. Thusleadsto my point: I’m go-
ingtomissour class, and | can only hope
that thefollowing senior classeswill do
justice to the unique character, solid
unity, and immense spirit of the Mt.
Greylock class of 2006.
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TRAVIS
INTERVIEWED

Continued from Page 1

repair, nursing, al of which requirealot
of supplies, alot of specially trained stu-
dents. We've no interest in duplicating
that; we could never afford that. But
what we can doisprovide studentswith
something that is both career and col-
lege-oriented so that someone can leave
here or from their sophomore, junior, se-
nior year, and feel that they have the
skill where they can get ajob and earn
somemoney whilethey’ regoing through
high school and then onto college. | think
that's what happened with some kids
who drop out; they don’t see a future
and so working, say at Dairy Queenis
every bit as productive now and in the
future as what they are getting out of
high school. So | would hope to find
something that would till haverigor but
also something alittle bit out of the to-
tally academic genre.

After a year of being superinten-
dent here, what is your general im-
pression of the “typical” Greylock
student?

Travis: | wasblessed and impressed
by the personal spirit that kids put into
activitieshere, regardlessof whether it's
an athletic activity, or it' saJCL activity,
or it's theater. There's a sense of “I
want to makethisasuccess,” mainly “I
as a student want to make this a suc-
cess,” as opposed to faculty, advisor or
coach or teacher make us successful.
That'san interesting twist, becausel’ ve
seen many schools where kids show up
and they say to the advisor, “show me,”
asinif you can’t inspire me to get in-
volved, | won't go do thisthing. There's
some self-motivation that is unusual
around Greylock and that isimpressive.

What is the situation with rotat-
ing and non-rotating schedule? Is
that going to be settled at the next
school-committee meeting?

Travis. Well, the school committee
would like to have an answer. | don't
know whether I'll be there. I'm cer-
tainly looking at the rotation possibility,
the other aspect of the way we sched-
uled this year, there were efficiencies
that weren't there in the past and so
we've gotten class sizes pretty well
evened off across the board. There are
no really large classes and no really
small classes. As a result of that sev-
eral of the departments have part-time

positionsthat areleft over. Either some-
oneistaking another position, or retir-
ing, and so when replacing that person,
we don’t need to hireafull-timeteacher.
Adding up those little pieces, make it
very difficult for us to hire somebody
who has the outstanding qualities that
we want, if we go with the rotating
schedule. So we just put in the last
touches on the schedule today and I'll
be meeting with the guidance counse-
lorsto work out the last couple of con-
flicts. So if there's a part time art posi-
tion, apart time social studies position,
apart timeforeign language, apart time
specia education—and we have some
pretty good candidates because we've
advertised for those positions—anum-
ber have definitely stated that if there's
a rotating schedule they won't be able
to make childcare commitments, but
they know they can be hereinthemorn-
ing or in the afternoon. It is a bit of a
challenge to respect what the students
arelooking for and on the other side put
in front of students people who are go-
ing to be challenging and interesting and
well-qualified. It's hard to do that if
people want to take a personal view of
it. | would rather do it right, than just
because we have a meeting next Tues-

day.

Regarding the NEASC report
published in the paper awhile ago—
there was some talk that Pathways
was to address the “middle group”
that Mt. Greylock did not suffi-
ciently address before?

Travis: | seethat asone possiblere-
sponsetothat, trying to find another rel-
evant structure. | think that those kids
rise to standards if you put something
that is interesting to them out there,
rather than the solution be that we are
forced to come up with a “dummy
math” or a“dummy science” course. |
think we want to challenge them, to get
theminvolved with something they might
be able to relate to. | think for some
students that is finding a way to make
some money while they are in school;
to do something career-oriented. So
those courses only amount to one full
course ayear, and in your senior year,
onefull course and a semester elective,
so everything else you take, can cover
anything from upper-level language to
advanced placement science. The idea
is not to create a dummy course, al-
though that is one way to keep kidsin
the “middle” occupied by giving them
some free time and not challenging
them. So | thought the other way would
be more ethical to them and more pro-
ductivefor al of us.
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Summertime is here: wildflowers bloom on the Mt. Greylock fields

But is there danger of kids ex-
ploiting this opportunity to escape
academic classes, skipping gym...

Travis: No, thereisn’'t. Thereisn't a
single coursein the Pathway other than
astudent who wantsto go in that direc-
tion, that replaces any of the core re-
guirements—three years of math, four
of English, three of science.

| have a question about the new
school building process, how is that
going?

Travis: Well, | was at a public hear-
ing in Lanesboro, and | think that the
quality of the people on that committee,
they know their stuff. We'll be able to
put our best foot forward in terms of
the needsthat we haveto the state com-
mission that will review the needs of
school building.

Whether we can convince the voters
of the estimated cost which goes from
$45 million to $54 million. Some of those
are major renovations, small additions,
to a brand new building, but if we can
convince people that that is something
they can afford to invest in, isexciting.
The new Williamstown Elementary
school was built for $9-10 million, and
the Lanesborowasright in that ballpark.
Cost of supplies, fuels, and other utility
costs and the new construction company
we have are just escalating our con-
struction prices, so | don’t know whether
that's going to be an affordable kind of
project.

How soon do you think renovat-
ing or building the school will be?
Is that something that will happen
soon, or in a long time?

Travis: | don't think it'sgoing to hap-
pen for about three years...but it's ab-
solutely essential. We can’t continue to
have science labs with only a teacher
demonstration table and desks for ev-
ery student. We need to be mixing
chemicals, have fume hoods for
everyone's safety, even. We have to be
able to do here what some students ex-
perience when they go to Williams[Col-
lege] for labs.

We need that for every kid. Our
classrooms currently are not large
enough for that, they don’t havetheright
gasand air pressure and all of that. We
clearly need an upgrade in technol ogy.
If we are perceived as falling behind,
kids will rather attend a brand new
Monument Mountain, or a brand new
Lenox Memoria High School. We must
stay competitive.

Do you think there's a place for
student activism in getting this
building built?

Travis: Definitely, | do. | wouldn't
know the best way to channel that right
now, but | think that the users of the
facility can bethe best advocates of why
it isdeficient and what would be neces-
sary to do a better job for its
occupants...We have students from
Hancock and New Ashford, but those
two towns are not technically part of
the Mount Greylock region, and so there
are a number of people who will vote
on a bond issue who will ask why they
should subsidize the students of those
communities, let’sredesign the regions
and include those schools. There are
people in those communities who say,
well, we might get some improved ser-
vices by doing that, but now we're go-
ing to have to pay asharein the school
project. So, here is the difference be-
tween a free ride and an expensive
project, even though everyonethinksthat
education ought to be atop priority.

Middle
School to
perform
musical:
Aladdin

See the production on the 15th-17th
of June in the Mt. Greylock
Auditorium. Tickets $5 for students,
$8 for adults.

By Patrick Madden

Have you always wanted to take a
fun and exciting vacation to some
exotic place? Unfortunately, vacations
to foreign places are depressingly
expensive and chances are you' I
never get to have your dream trip
unlessyou are blessed with rich
relatives. But | have good news. No,
| didn’t save a bunch of money on my
car insurance, but - just as good - you
can come and see the Mount
Greylock Middle School’sproduction
of the musical Aladdin on June 15th,
16th, and 17thin the Mt. Greylock
Auditorium at seven o’ clock.lt is set
in sandswept Arabia and you can
have fun pretending that you have
rich relatives and are actually there.

There's also the bonus of seeing
Mt. Greylock’s youth perform a piece
of musical theatre that they have
been preparing for over a month.
With stage director Kathy O' Mara,
musical director Deb Burns, pianist
Mitch Galley, costumer Diedre
Bollinger, not to mention theinfamous
John Elder in the tech booth, and
starring Peter Conforti as Aladdin and
Gwendolyn Tunnicliffe as Jasmine,
it's sure to be quite an experience.
The cast and crew have been hard at
work since auditionswere held during
the week of May the 12th.

Becausethis spring’'s musical got
off to alater start than it had in its
earlier years, everyoneinvolved
has had to work quickly and effi-
ciently to get everything done. As
anyone who has ever been involved
in atheatre production well knows,
thereisinfinitely moreto be done
than simply memorizing lines. There
are songs to be learned, choreogra-
phy to be practiced, cuesto be
decided, scenesto be planned out,
costumes to be designed, set pieces
to be built, and so much more. All of
the many necessary components of
the show must be blended together to
create one smoothly flowing work of
art.

The Aladdin cast has been
working and continues to work and
grow towards that goal as opening
night draws nearer. They have come
along way. At every meeting, they
engagein team-building games and
trust activities as well as actual
rehearsal. Rehearsal is difficult, yet
the cast has a great deal of fun. So
please come. Take take the cast’'s
advice and” Come one down, stop
on by, hop a carpet and fly, to
another Arabian night!” You're
guaranteed to be swept away into a
whole new world.
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Mountiesshineat Western M ass despite controversies

By Kelsey Dudziak

TheWestern Mass competitionisthe
highlight of the season for Greylock’s
track teams. Parents, friends and cat-
erpillars alike turned out for the event
and no one was disappointed with the
excitement this meet had to offer.

Girls Head Coach, Brian Gil, and
Boys Head Coach, Larry Bell, have
been training their athletes since the
second week of March. After those
two-and-a-half monthsthey werefinally
ready to show all of Western Mass the
depth of talent their teams possessed.
The Dufour yellow school busrolled out
of the Mt.Greylock parking lot at 6:45
Saturday morning carrying two teams:
ateam who had aWestern Masstitleto
defend and ateam whosetimeit wasto
prove themselves.

For many of Greylock’s athletes, the
day began as soon as they stepped off
the bus. Abby Bishop (Long Jump) and
Sarah George (High Jump) were both
competing in field events that were the
first of the day. This was also true for
Justin Ryan in the Discus and Javelin.
Nick Fogel and Evan Deither did not
have much time to spare as they
warmed up for the 2-mile, thefirst event
on the track. All season Fogel and
Deither worked together, pushing each
other’slimits, but on that Saturday they
were split into different heats. None-
theless they took 2" and 3" (respec-
tively) for Division 2, with the times of
10:19.95 and 10:20.87 (respectively).

The next event on the track was the
800. Joe Baisch was Greylock’s com-
petitor and nearly had an undefeated
season in Berkshire County. Western
Massfound him decent competition from
Division 1 schoals, but Baisch camefirst
for Division 2 with a comfortable lead
of two seconds ahead of the 2™ place
finisher. Baisch'stimeof 2:00.42 (aper-
sonal best) placed him 4" overall and
earned him atrip to states.

Meanwhile, on the girls side, Molly
Mackin also earned her ticket to states
in the Javelin with a tremendous throw
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And so, Western M ass 2006 ended in celebration
for both Greylock’steams. Theseathletesleft thefield
aschampions, championswith sunburns, afew new

furryfriends....

of 113-7 feet. Her throw placed her 2
overall and 1% for Division 2.

Katie White, now a senior, had not
seen Western Mass since her 8" grade
year due to injury. Before the meet,
White was not seeded in scoring posi-
tion; however, she fared better in the
scorching sun than many of her com-
petitorsand displaced runner’sinthefast
heat of the mile for a 4" place finish.
Four seconds behind her was freshman
Hannah Chenail, who has been progres-
sively making her way down below the
six minutes mark all season.

Classmate, Jackie Lemme, isnotori-
ously known throughout Berkshire
County for her outstanding running tal-
ent. It came as no surprise when
Lemmewas named Berkshire County’s
track MVP She continued to shine at
Western Mass as the Division 2 Mile
Champion. She placethird overall, earn-
ing her aspot at statesfor the third year
inarow.

Earl Edwards made his mark on
Western Mass in the 200. Earl ran a
time of 23.31, placingfirst for Division
2, and not far behind him wasteammate
Mitch Galli, who ran atime of 24.08 for
sixth place.

Now lets bring the hurdles out onto
the track. Carl Kubler, who has been
injured for most of the season, came
back just in timeto qualify for Western
Mass in the 300 Hurdles. As the gun
went off, Carl waslooking good until he
tripped over a hurdle. Nevertheless,
Kublar still managed to place 5" in a
time of 44.05. The wonder of Cark
Kublar will never cease. All-Berkshire
Selection Lindley Bell held down the
track on the girls side for the 300
Hurdles. Bell ran a solid race, running
her seed for a 3 place finish in Divi-
sion2.

Over to the field events, Boys long

Lucy White, ajunior. “I scream every time they come

through my sunroof and land on me.”

Hopefully, the expected departure of the tent cat-
erpillars in the weeks to come will allow us to leave our
houseswithout feelings of paranoiaand fear whilewalking
“l can't wait for
their squished bodiesto stop littering the sidewalks...when
they'refinally gone, it will make me so happy” saysadis-
contented sophomore. Asthewar against caterpillarswages

on sidewalks and passing under trees.
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jump was nothing less than spectacul ar.
Berkshire County’s All-round MVP
Aaron Castonguay and All-Berkshire
Selection Greg Payton placed 2™ and
39 (respectively) in the long jump.
Castonguay’s jump of 21-01.25 and
Payton’s Jump of 20-07 gavethem both
a chance to compete at states. Both
jumps were personal records.

Even with such a high level of ex-
citement many of Greylock athletesand
fans remained under the Greylock tent
to escapethe dehydrating sun. Thismay
have been the perfect weather for
beach-goers; however, sunny with tem-
peraturesinthe 80'sisnot ideal weather
for those athletes standing out on the
track all day. But if the athletes were
not facing down the sun, they werefend-
ing off caterpillars that were descend-
ing upon the Mounties track bags.

But besides the weather and bugs,
what would a day at Western Mass be
without a little controversy? Coaches
began to suspect something fishy when
many of the meet’s top 400 runners
were getting less than satisfactory re-
sults. AsMounties Coach Brian Gil dis-
covered, the 400 runners were set up
on thewrong lines. As aresult the run-
nersin lanestwo through eight ran over
400 meters. Luckily for the Greylock
girls, Abby Bishop wasin lane one and
thereforeran alegitimatetimeof 1:01.33,
a personal record. Bishop was seeded
first for Division 1 (which waswhat she
placed) and 7" overall. In the end,
Bishop's time brought her up into the
top 4 of the meet, meaning she would
continue on to states.

Theboys, however, were not so lucky.
Neither Castonguay nor Payton were
in lane one and therefore 400 plus
meters. Even with the extra distance
Castonguay finished with a time of
52.29. Boys Coach

on, students and community members alike are forced to

endure surprise encounters with our springtime visitors.

Larry Bell suspects Castonguay would
have broken the school record had he
been timed for the proper distance.
Castonguay placed 1% for Division 2,
while Payton took 5 place.

The sun remained unforgiving asthe
meet wound down with relays. Thecom-
petition was stiff and for many teams,
relays were where titles could be won
or lost. The 4X800 was first and the
Mounties girls (White, Dudziak, Bell,
and Lemme) placed first for Division 2,
athough, disappointingly, did not make
itto states. Girls4X400 (Flynn-Kasuba,
Van Luling, Nowlan, Bishop) took 3
place finish, while the 4X100 (Apkin,
Smith, Garivaltis, Payton) took 2",

The boys 4X800 team took 2™ in Di-
vision 2, comfortably ahead of theteams
main competitor, Mohawk High Schoal.
The 4X100 team, which the week be-
fore had broken the school record,
placed 1% in Division 2 and high enough
overall to compete at states.

With the finish of the boys 4X400, it
was time to tally the up the score and
nametheoveral winners. Mountiesgirls
placed 2™ overall in Division 2 behind
Frontier. The loss of the their title did
not diminish the girls spirits and they
await the arrival of the 2007 season to
take it back.

Trophy inhand, the girlslistened anx-
ioudly to hear the BoysDivision 2 Cham-
pion. Theannouncer listed off the places
working his way up to first. It seemed
certain that Greylock would get second
place, which was respectable consider-
ing how long it had been since Greylock
boys had been anywhere near the top
three. So imagine everyone's surprise
when it was announced that Mohawk
high school received second place with
81 points and the Mt. Greylock wasthe
Division 2 boyschampion with 82 points!

And so, Western Mass 2006 ended
in celebration for both Greylock’steams.
These athletes | eft the field as champi-
ons; champions with sunburns, a few
new furry friends, and an appetite that
could only b sated with a stop a Chiles
for the post-meet cel ebration. What will
the 2007 season bring? Fans wait
breathlessly for that question to be an-
swered.
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Caterpillars cluster on and climb a tree



