THE VOICE OF THE OTHER:

Moving Away from a Eurocentric Literary Canon

DUE—December 13

You and a partner must choose a novel from the following list. Each of you will be asked to write an essay on your book, and the two of you will give a short presentation to the class about the main themes and ideas of your book.

Questions to consider as you are reading:

1. What is the nature of the minority character(s)’ interactions with the white, ruling class?

2. How does the author present a clash of cultures (minority vs. white; minority vs. other minority cultures)?

3. What do characters do to preserve their culture? 

4. What are the characters’ attitudes toward “Americanization”?

5. What kinds of values are part of the minority culture? Do they clash with American values?

5. Are the conflicts in the story a matter of culture or social class and/or gender? What are the social class issues in your novel?

How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents – Julia Alverez

The Bluest Eye – Toni Morrison

The Joy Luck Club -- Amy Tan

Mona and the Promised Land – Gish Jen

The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven – Sherman Alexie

The Toughest Indian in the World – Sherman Alexie

Ten Little Indians – Sherman Alexie

The Bean Trees – Barbara Kingsolver

Native Son – Richard Wright

Black Boy – Richard Wright

Uncle Tom’s Children (short stories)– Richard Wright

Interpreter of Maladies (short stories) – Jhumpa Lahiri

The Ugly American – William Lederer, Eugene Burdick

The House on Mango Street – Sandra Cisneros

The Color Purple – Alice Walker

A Raisin in the Sun (play) – Lorraine Hansberry
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