GLOBALIZATION & CULTURAL IMPERIALISM

English 10 – Mr. Dils

Research Paper – Due March 21

5-7 pages; MLA format


What is GLOBALIZATION?

Globalization is a term used to describe the shrinking borders of our world. More and more business is taking place across borders. Goods and services from all over the world can be purchased all over the world. People are on the move as well, changing jobs and living spaces across borders. Certainly, communications technologies have also shrunken our world. While globalization often gets discussed in terms of businesses and the world of finance, for our purposes the term should include political and cultural aspects as well. 

What is CULTURAL IMPERIALISM?

Cultural imperialism is the practice of promoting one culture or language in another. For some, the “Americanization” of the world, through big business and Hollywood, is 21st century cultural imperialism. Cultural imperialism can be forced or voluntary and almost always involves the imposition of a larger, more powerful (i.e more affluent) country’s values in a smaller, less economically powerful country.

Students will choose and write about a topic of their own choice. Students will investigate a topic by first asking questions about the topic. The answer(s) to those questions should translate into a workable, provable thesis. The research paper should prove and defend an argument or statement of interpretation. A research paper proves an idea to be true; it is not merely a report on a topic.

REQUIREMENTS:

*5-7 pages in length – double-spaced, typed


*8.5 – 11 inch paper


*alphabetized Works Cited sheet at the end of the paper, using correct MLA format


*proper internal, parenthetical citations

A LIST OF POSSIBLE TOPICS:

Why is English the world language?

Slavery in Sudan

Do Muslims hate Americans?

American movies in ___________ (local impact)

Is McDonald’s Taking Over? – McDonald’s in other parts of the world

Coca-Cola – impact of it on local economies

Fast food vs. slow food – resistance to the fast food industry

Non-government Organizations (NGOs – Amnesty International, for example) and their impact

Tsunami relief efforts

European soccer teams taking talent from Africa

Women in sports in Muslim countries

Are the Olympics truly a “world championship”?

Outsourcing—how much of an impact is it having on American companies

the American beauty pageant in other countries

the American wedding in other countries

Japanese youth culture and the fascination with America

American fascination with Japanese anime

The World Wide Web—how “world wide” is it?

Literacy in ____________

Masai people of Kenya – response to “western” and “modern” pressures?

What can the US do to shake itself of the “bully” image?

the quest for diamonds in Africa

Who controls middle eastern oil?

the explosion of southeast Asian food in the US

Nike sneakers and underage workers


Topic (Monday, February 14)

The topic is general area of study. Within the topic, students will ask questions and begin preliminary research. The topic will become a thesis statement

Preliminary Bibliography/Source Cards (Friday, February 18)


Students will turn in—on 3”x5” lined note cards—the titles, authors, and publishing information of at least ten sources you will be using for research. ONE SOURCE PER CARD. Sources MUST be listed using correct MLA citation format (use Works Cited format). See the Writers, Inc. packet for correct citation format. If you cannot find the information you need in the Writers, Inc. packet, consult the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers.

A List of Typical, Acceptable Sources:

book-length studies



chapters from books

journal articles




magazine articles

newspaper articles



newsletters

websites




interviews

films and documentaries

**Do NOT use the encyclopedia as a source—consult an encyclopedia for background information only**

Thesis & Preliminary Outline (Monday, February 28) 

Your thesis presents your argument (what you are trying to prove or show) and should be concise and clear. The typical mistake with the thesis is that a student writes one that is too general or expansive—your paper is only 5-7 pages long. 

You MAY, and probably will need to, revise your thesis as you get further into your research.

The preliminary outline need not be longer than ¾ of a page. Think about what the major four or five sections of your paper might be. You will use capital roman numerals (I, II, III, IV) to indicate these sections. You should also think about what topics you will cover within those main sections (A, B, etc.). Topics (not sentences) are acceptable for this preliminary outline.

Note Card Checks (Monday, March 7) 

You will need to complete at least 50 (3.5”x5”) note cards. I will check note cards on Monday, March 7 but this does not mean that you are done taking notes on your topic. I will be giving you class time to take notes. Roughly, you will be expected to complete fifteen note cards per day once you’ve gathered your sources. See the sheet on note cards in this handout for more info.

Final Outline (March 9)

The outline for the research paper is a sentence outline and should be approximately two pages in length (double-spaced). The outline, essentially, is a draft of your essay; it is also the skeleton of your essay. You will use the “I.A.1.a” method of outlining. When you organize this outline, you should keep in mind the four or five major sections you created in your preliminary outline. 

Rough Draft (March 16)

The less rough, the better. The more organized and complete your rough draft is, the more time you will have to work on improving format, mechanics, grammar, and transitions of the essay. You may discover that you need to add more content to your draft at this point. For this reason, it is important to save all sources you have found during the project.

Final Draft (March 21)

There will be no exceptions for a late paper. If you are out of school on that day, you still must get the paper to me by 2:30. Because this paper accounts for over 30% of your third quarter average, it is imperative that it gets turned in on time—no exceptions.


The first way you will be graded will be on your ability to meet deadlines. I will give a grade of (+, (, (-, or 0 on your 1) ten sources; 2) preliminary outline and thesis; 3) note cards; 4) outline; 5) rough draft. These checks will be put together to give you a process grade. Your process grade is equivalent to a test or regular length paper. 

The paper will be graded using the rubric attached in this packet. Please read it carefully so you know what to emphasize when you write. 


Bruce Carlson Library – see Mrs. Share or Ms. Henry if you need assistance.

Proquest and Info-trac – excellent databases of articles. Get the codes so you can access from home.

Inter Library Loan (ILL) – Mrs. Share can get you any source you come across. The sooner you see her, the better.

Sawyer Library at Williams College – The resources here are outstanding. You can search FRANCIS, the card catalogue, at home (www.williams.edu/library).


1) Proper heading, title, and page numbers (upper right corner with last name)

2) Double-spaced, size 12 font (Times New Roman)

3) Introduction – ½ to 3/4 page long. Ends with a clear THESIS.

4) 1 pages of background information – definition, context, etc. (if necessary)

5) 3 ½ to 5 pages of ANALYSIS and IDEAS that support the THESIS.

6) ½ page conclusion

7) All information will be cited using MLA-style PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS. After a direct quotation, a paraphrased idea, a fact, or a statistic that is not common knowledge, you will write the following: 

IT IS LIKELY YOUR ESSAY WILL CONTAIN 30 PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS

OVER RELIANCE ON 1 or 2 SOURCES  WILL LOWER YOUR GRADE SIGNIFICANTLY

8) Any idea not your own will be cited parenthetically. In the past some of my less advanced students have thought they were only to use parenthetical citations after direct quotations. This is completely untrue. You must cite any idea – directly quoted or paraphrased -- that you did not think up on your own. Or, as my old Advanced Biology teacher used to say, “Give credit where credit’s due.”

9) You are expected to use 7-10 sources in your essay.

10) A perfect, alphabetized MLA-style WORKS CITED page at the end of the essay.

Website Evaluation Tool

There is a lot of great stuff out there on the World Wide Web. There’s also a lot that belongs on the World Wide Dung Heap. Here are some things to look for and a few questions to ask when you are deciding if a website is a viable source of usable information for your paper:

Five criteria for evaluating Web pages

Evaluation of Web documents
How to interpret the basics 

1. Accuracy of Web Documents 

· Who wrote the page and can you contact him or her? 

· What is the purpose of the document and why was it produced? 

· Is this person qualified to write this document? 
Accuracy 

· Make sure author provides e-mail or a contact address/phone number. 

· Know the distinction between author and Webmaster. 

2. Authority of Web Documents 

· Who published the document and is it separate from the "Webmaster?" 

· Check the domain of the document, what institution publishes this document? 

· Does the publisher list his or her qualifications? 
Authority 

· What credentials are listed for the authors)? 

· Where is the document published? Check URL domain. 

3. Objectivity of Web Documents 

· What goals/objectives does this page meet? 

· How detailed is the information? 

· What opinions (if any) are expressed by the author? 
Objectivity 

· Determine if page is a mask for advertising; if so information might be biased. 

· View any Web page as you would an infommercial on television. Ask yourself why was this written and for whom? 

4. Currency of Web Documents 

· When was it produced? 

· When was it updated' 

· How up-to-date are the links (if any)? 
Currency 

· How many dead links are on the page? 

· Are the links current or updated regularly? 

· Is the information on the page outdated? 

5. Coverage of the Web Documents 

· Are the links (if any) evaluated and do they complement the documents' theme? 

· Is it all images or a balance of text and images? 

· Is the information presented cited correctly? 
Coverage 

· If page requires special software to view the information, how much are you missing if you don't have the software? 

· Is it free or is there a fee, to obtain the information? 

· Is there an option for text only, or frames, or a suggested browser for better viewing? 

Putting it all together 

· Accuracy. If your page lists the author and institution that published the page and provides a way of contacting him/her and . . . 

· Authority. If your page lists the author credentials and its domain is preferred (.edu, .gov, .org, or .net), and, . . 

· Objectivity. If your page provides accurate information with limited advertising and it is objective in presenting the information, and . . . 

· Currency. If your page is current and updated regularly (as stated on the page) and the links (if any) are also up-to-date, and . . . 

· Coverage. If you can view the information properly--not limited to fees, browser technology, or software requirement, then . . . 

You may have a Web page that could be of value to your research!

FROM: Kapoun, Jim. "Teaching undergrads WEB evaluation: A guide for library instruction." C&RL News (July/August 1998): 522-523. 

Parenthetical Citations – A Handy Little Guide

1. CITING PARAPHRASED INFORMATION (one author):

Advertisements, particularly ones featuring women, commodify bodies, thereby turning them into objects or products to be consumed (Hasty 162).

2. CITING PARAPHRASED INFORMATION with AUTHOR

Hasty argues in his study that advertisements commodify bodies and turn them into objects or products to be consumed (162).

3. DIRECT QUOTATION (always mention the author in your text!)

Jack Hasty, a professor of sociology at Johns Hopkins University, argues, “Women and their bodies are constantly being turned into marketable and consumerable objects in advertising” (162).

4. CITING SOURCES WITH MORE THAN ONE AUTHOR:

Advertisements, particularly ones featuring women, commodify bodies, thereby turning them into objects or products to be consumed (Hasty and Levy 162).

5. CITING SOURCES by ONE AUTHOR WHO HAS WRITTEN TWO OR MORE SOURCES:

Advertisements, particularly ones featuring women, commodify bodies, thereby turning them into objects or products to be consumed (Hasty, “Commodification” 162).

note: “Commodification” is the first alphabetizable word in the full title of the source. For example, the full title is “The Commodification of Women in Modern Advertisements.”

Hasty’s other source would be listed this way: 

…another example of a deplorable advertising practice (Hasty, Women 17).

6. CITING SOURCES WITHOUT AUTHORS:

Advertisements, particularly ones featuring women, commodify bodies, thereby turning them into objects or products to be consumed (“Commodification” 162).

7. CITING SOURCES with NO PAGE NUMBERS

Advertisements, particularly ones featuring women, commodify bodies, thereby turning them into objects or products to be consumed (“Commodification”).

English 10 – Research Paper Grading Rubric, Mr. Dils, 2004-05

Category
A
B
C
D/F

Intro &

Thesis

(5%)
The engaging, artfully crafted introduction  builds logically to a clearly defined thesis.
Introduction moves from the general to specific in a smooth, clear manner; thesis is clear.
Introduction displays evidence of movement from the general to the specific, but the sentences lack cohesion and/or are rushed; thesis is adequate and may not connect well with the rest of the introduction.
Introduction lacks organization and clear movement; thesis is too specific, too general, or undefined. Or, the introductory paragraph is underdeveloped as a whole. 

Transitions

(5%)


Smooth flow from sentence to sentence; gaps bridged from paragraph to paragraph with transitional words and phrases.
Sentences are presented in a logical order; gaps noted between sections of the paper or between individual paragraphs.
Paragraphs lack cohesion and/or clear organization; paragraphs read as separate “blocks” or “units” with little connection to one another.
Sentences within paragraphs are not presented in a logical order; ideas jump randomly from one to the next.

Sources

(Quality)

(10%)
Sources are varied in depth and scope; the sources are up to date and/or are the authoritative sources in the field.
Sources are related to the topic but do not show depth or scope. The writer is likely missing an important source. 
The sources are plentiful but show little variety; over emphasis on Internet sources is apparent; missing truly convincing sources; too many primary sources.
Inadequate sources in number and variety. The writer has chosen sources that do not relate successfully to the thesis of the research paper.

Sources

(in citations)

(10%)
The writer uses parenthetical citations in all places where a source should be cited.
The writer uses parenthetical citations in most of the places where a source should be cited.
The writer does not use parenthetical citations in several places where there should appear citations.
The writer does not use parenthetical citations regularly in the essay.

Content 

(30%)
Mature depth and “fullness” to the ideas and discussions presented in the essay are noted; thesis is supported and proved in a convincing manner.
Information is presented in a thorough manner in the paragraphs; some unanswered questions, gaps, or extraneous information noted. 
Content is general in nature and lacks depth; sections of information do not support the thesis.
Missing information;

Underdeveloped ideas; information from sources is sparse.

Style & 

Diction

(15%)
Graceful prose is characterized by mature sentence variety and complexity; mature, formal diction. 
Prose is clear but occasional wordiness or awkward phrasing is noted; formal diction. 
Prose is marked by simple sentence structures; wordiness and awkwardness interferes with the communication of the writer’s ideas; occasional informal diction. 
Prose is unintelligible at times; word choices include many forbidden words and slang phrases; writer uses “I” and “you” regularly. 

Direct Quotations

(5%)
Direct quotations are introduced properly (name of expert written in the sentence).
Most direct quotations are introduced properly.
Most direct quotations are NOT introduced properly
Direct quotations are not given a proper introduction.

Grammar &

Mechanics

(15%)
Clean and clear;

0-6 errors.
6-15 spelling errors, typos, punctuation and capitalization errors, agreement errors.
16-25 spelling errors, typos, punctuation and capitalization errors, agreement errors.
26 or more spelling errors, typos, punctuation and capitalization errors, agreement errors.

Format

(5%)
The essay follows MLA format exactly. Parenthetical citations are done correctly, as is are citations on the Works Cited page.
The essay has minor flaws and inconsistencies with MLA format (parenthetical citations and essay set-up). Most citations are listed correctly on the Works Cited page.
Several flaws with MLA format are noted. Parenthetical citations are done inconsistently; many entries on the Works Cited page are incorrect.
The essay does not show mastery of MLA format. Parenthetical citations are missing. Works Cited entries are formatted incorrectly.

The research paper unit in the English 10 course is designed to teach students:





* a methodology of research


* the ability to determine what is a good and useful source of information


* how to synthesize and utilize information from primary and secondary sources in support of a thesis


* how to organize and write a longer essay 


* a working understanding of the Modern Language Association (MLA) format guidelines for a research paper (with particular emphasis on citing sources).








How You Will Be Graded:





Where to Get Information and Sources?





What Will the Research Paper Look Like?








DUE DATES:


7-10 Sources				Friday, February 18


Thesis and Prelim Outline		Monday, February 28


50 Note Cards 			Monday, March 7


Final Outline				Wednesday, March 9


Rough Draft				Wednesday, March 16


Final Draft				Monday, March 21











