Mission Statement: The mission of the Mt. Greylock Regional School District is to serve its communities by helping students progress towards responsible citizenship through an educationally challenging environment.

· Guiding Principles: We believe

· In maintaining high academic standards.

· In creating a learning environment that recognizes and supports the unique abilities of each individual.

· Effective learning fosters responsibility to oneself, others, and the local and global communities.  

· In creating an academic community that respects diversity and is physically and emotionally safe for individuals.

· There is value in students participating in decisions relating to their education.

· An effective educational experience instills a responsible work ethic and a love of learning that endures.

· Coherent, open, and responsive communication is essential in an educational community.

· Schools should create a community where “respect, honesty, diligence, and kindness are modeled, taught, expected, celebrated, and continuously practiced in everyday interactions.” (Thomas Lickona, Educating for Character, Georgia Humanities Lecture)
Vision Statement: Mt. Greylock is a spirited educational community that celebrates human differences, recognizes individual abilities, and challenges its citizens to strive for academic excellence and to realize their full potential and aspirations.  We provide a curriculum and environment that includes and supports all members of the school community.  With respect for diversity we provide a physically and emotionally safe environment.  We promote the integration of school and community, based on a mutual commitment to and a passion for lifelong learning.

Statement on Discrimination: Mt. Greylock Regional School District does not exclude any person from a course or program of studies on account of race, color, sex, sexual preference, religion, ethnicity, national origin, or disability.

· MOUNT GREYLOCK REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS FOR THE HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA

Students must be in attendance for at least two successive semesters prior to graduation unless prior approval of the Principal is given.  Attainment of two hundred and thirty four (234) credits with a grade of “D-” or higher is required. Beginning with the graduating class of 2003, students will be required to pass the MCAS test, in addition to meeting the required credit total.

Among the courses to be completed successfully, the student must include:

English 

Forty (40) credits  

Social Studies 
Thirty (30) Credits (ten (10) credits must be in United States History)

Mathematics 

Thirty (30) credits (2 years of Accounting replaces 1 year of Mathematics)

Science 

Thirty (30) credits 

Health Issues 

Five (5) credits 

Physical Education
Twenty Four (24) credits* 

*Juniors and Seniors may request the graduation requirement of 24 credits in Physical Education be waived in order to pursue a more extensive academic program.  To be eligible for a waiver, students must maintain a full schedule and have an alternative plan to meet the State Physical Education requirement approved by the Principal. 

REQUIREMENTS FOR COLLEGE ADMISSION

College and university requirements vary widely.  Students and parents are urged to examine individual college catalogues and determine specific admission requirements.  It should be noted that all Massachusetts State Colleges and Universities require the following courses for admission:  four (4) years of English, three (3) years of college preparatory mathematics (Algebra I and II, geometry, trigonometry, calculus), three (3) years of science with laboratory experience, two (2) years of social science (one of which must be US history), two (2) years of a single foreign language, and two (2) years of college preparatory electives.

Credit earned carrying a grade of  “P” will not meet Massachusetts State College admissions requirements.

SENIOR YEAR WAIVER

A provision has been made by the School District for students to earn a Diploma with three years in attendance instead of the usual four.  Senior year waiver will require a total of one hundred eighty (180) credits plus 18 credits in physical education by the end of grade 11.  The one hundred eighty (180) credits must include thirty (30) credits in English, thirty (30) credits in Social Studies which must include ten (10) credits in United States History, thirty (30) credits in Mathematics, and thirty (30) credits in Science.

SENIOR YEAR WAIVER (continued)

Interested students should discuss this program carefully with their parents and guidance counselor before requesting a waiver.  A committee of counselors and administrators will make decisions.

A waiver may be requested on the following basis:

· The student’s parent/guardian submits written permission for the waiver no later than 8/15.

And

· The student presents a proposal for employment in a job-training situation. 


Or

· The student has been accepted for admission to an accredited college.

Or

· The student wishes to participate in some other approved educational experience.

THE MARKING SYSTEM

The letter grades A, B, C, D and F are used.  The symbols “plus” or “minus” indicate variations in quality within letter grades as follows:

A+
=
97-100
C
=
73-76

A
=
93-96
C-
=
70-72

A-
=
90-92
D+
=
67-69

B+
=
87-89
D
=
63-66

B
=
83-86
D-
=
60-62

B-
=
80-82
F
=
50-59

C+
=
77-79
F*
=
0-49

*Students receiving F* for the year-end grade are ineligible for summer school.

Students will receive “P” for satisfactory work or  “F” for unsatisfactory work in the following courses: 

   Basic Keyboarding

   Middle School Advisor
    Work Experience

   Physical Education

   Stained Glass

    Teacher Assistants


The symbol “S” represents work that does not meet minimum standards but does show consistent effort and reasonable level of accomplishment.  Use of an “S” grade requires administrative approval.

QUARTERLY LETTER GRADES

Teachers are required to make their grading system clear to students at the beginning of each course.  Each teacher determines the proportionate weight of class work, assessment results and homework to be counted in the quarterly grade.  

YEAR GRADE

The year grade in a full year course equals the first semester grade at three-sevenths plus the second semester grade at three sevenths plus the final examination grade that will be one-seventh.  All parents and students are urged to schedule meetings with teachers whenever they have questions about grades.  Counselors may be asked to assist students or teachers when there are problems related to grades.

ELIGIBILITY LIST

A student who fails two (2) major courses* is ineligible for interscholastic athletic participation and co-curricular programs.  (Note:  Any  “incomplete” in a major course will be treated as a failing grade until the grade is made up). 

* A major course is one which receives a letter grade of A, B, C, D, or F.

RANK IN CLASS

Rank-in-class is determined by using final marks in grades 9, 10, 11, and 12.  Rank-in-class is determined at the end of Grade 11 and at the end of Grade 12.  All subjects are included except pass-fail courses.  Failing grades are included.  Marks in Honors and Advanced Placement are weighted.
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CREDITS

Credits are allocated on the basis of ten (10) credits for a regular course meeting daily for the full year.  A one-semester course meeting daily earns five (5) credits.  Physical education credits accrue at three (3) per semester.

ADD / DROP RULES

Students are offered a one-week time period at the beginning of each semester in which they can add and/or drop a course.  After this time period, students are expected to complete the course they have chosen. Year long courses must be changed in the September add/drop period.  Students are reminded that they must add a course before dropping one.   

If special circumstances warrant consideration of a course change after the one-week add/drop period, the guidance counselor will consult with the student, parent, and the students teachers impacted by the change before determining a course of action.

After the one week add/drop period, if a course is dropped:

1. No credit will be given.

2. A final grade of WD (Withdrawn) will appear on the transcript.

*Students are required to be fully enrolled at all times.  The one-week add/drop period does not apply to level changes recommended by a student’s teacher.  These changes may occur throughout the year.

COURSE MAKE-UP (Summer School)

Students who have received a mark of “F” in a course which they wish credited toward the diploma may receive credit if they:

· Repeat the course successfully in the next academic year. 

Or

· Obtain prior approval from the appropriate teacher and Principal and receive special tutoring in the subject for a total of thirty (30) clock hours and pass an examination of the subject at Mt. Greylock.

Or

· Obtain prior approval from the appropriate teacher and Principal and pass an authorized correspondence course and pass an examination of the subject at Mt. Greylock.

Or

· Repeat the course successfully in a recognized summer school.

Course make-up does not guarantee automatic admission to the next level course in sequential subjects.  Admission to the next level course requires the permission of the Principal.

*Students failing English for the year must make up the work at the summer session immediately following the year of failure or arrange specific make-up plans with the Guidance Office at the close of the school year.  Failure to do so will result in the repetition of the English course the following year. Students may make up English course credit under summer school procedure a maximum of two times.

COURSE MAKE-UP (continued)

**Students failing History for the year must make up the work at the summer session immediately following the year of failure or arrange specific make-up plans with the Guidance Office at the close of the school year.  Failure to do so will result in the loss of credit unless the course is repeated.

Credit Guidelines for determining Class Status

Sophomore Status
45 academic credits
(You must also pass 9th grade English)

Junior Status
          100 academic credits
(You must also pass 10th grade English)

Senior Status
          150 academic credits
(You must also pass 11th grade English)

Course Selection Process

At the close of first semester grades, teachers will provide each student with course and level recommendations for the following year.  Students may request to meet with their teacher and/or guidance counselor if they wish to discuss these recommendations  (Please note: Electives do not require teacher recommendations). After teachers provide students with recommendations, teachers will submit their recommendations to the guidance department and the principal’s office.  Once the guidance department has received teacher recommendations, guidance counselors will visit English classes to distribute and review course selection sheets.  Students will then have the opportunity to ask questions about electives and other matters pertaining to the class selection process.  

Students may select recommended courses and electives by submitting their course selection requests to their English teacher or guidance counselor.  The guidance department reviews requests to ensure selections are consistent with teacher recommendations and graduation requirements. Guidance counselors will meet with students if the courses selected do not lead to graduation and/or are inconsistent with teacher recommendations.

Discrepancies between teacher recommendations and student course selections should be resolved through consultation with the teacher, student, parent/guardian, and counselor as appropriate.  If a consensus cannot be reached, the guidance counselor shall recommend to the principal the course selection.  The principal will act on this recommendation, and the principal’s decision will be final.

HONORS COURSES 

Students selecting honors level courses should have demonstrated above average skills in the chosen subject area as evidenced by the following performance criteria:

· English, Math, Science, Social Studies  - Final Grade of B+ if current course is not honors level, and a final Grade of B- if course is honors level.

· 9th Grade Honors Chemistry requires a grade of A- (90 or better) in 8th grade science, and an A- or better in an 8th grade Honors Algebra course.

If a student does not meet the above criteria, a teacher recommendation is strongly encouraged before selection of an honors course.  Space in honors courses may be limited, and students with a higher GPA in pre-requisite courses will receive first consideration.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSES

Advanced placement courses may have prerequisites and admission guidelines established by the respective department.   Interested students may request these guidelines from their teacher or guidance counselor.  Students considering Advanced Placement (AP) courses will need the ability and commitment to excel in courses with a heavy and demanding workload. Space in AP courses may be limited, and students with a higher GPA in pre-requisite courses will receive first consideration.  If students are considering AP courses, they are strongly encouraged to seek recommendations from teachers in addition to discussing options with their guidance counselor.  

AP courses may require summer assignments to be done prior to the start of the course, and students enrolled in AP courses will be required to complete the associated AP exam.  The Principal, based on need, may waive the cost of the exam.  Questions regarding the AP selection process should be directed to the student’s teacher or guidance counselor.

AP SEMINAR

AP seminar is a lab period placed in schedules to enhance the independent study of selected topics in AP.  A student may select AP seminar given the following conditions:

1. Students may select a maximum of 3 AP seminars and no more than 2 seminars in any one-year.

2. Advanced Placement courses may require summer assignments to be done prior to the start of the course (see department course of studies for details).

SUGGESTED COURSE SEQUENCE

The following suggested course sequence is intended to serve as a guideline to assist students with their planning.  It is recommended that all students take as demanding a program as they are able to handle successfully each year, and all students are urged to examine their individual goals carefully and select their courses accordingly.  

Grade 9





Grade 10

English 9





English 10

World History & Geography I


World History & Geography II

Mathematics





Mathematics

Foreign Language




Foreign Language

Integrated Science / Honors Chemistry

Chemistry

Physical Education




Elective(s)

Elective(s)





Physical Education








Health

Grade 11





Grade 12

English 11





English 12

United States History




Social Studies Elective(s)

Mathematics





Mathematics / Elective(s)

Foreign Language




Physics / Science Elective(s)

Biology / or Science Elective(s)


Foreign Language & other elective(s)

Elective(s)





Physical Education (optional)

Physical Education

ALL COURSES WILL BE OFFERED SUBJECT TO MINIMUM ENROLLMENT.  STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED TO BE FULLY SCHEDULED.

BUSINESS EDUCATION


*Indicates semester course

*BASIC KEYBOARDING – Grades 9, 10, 11, 12

This personal-use semester keyboarding course is designed for those who intend to use keyboarding skills for personal benefit.  Students will be trained on computers.  Emphasis is placed on the development of proper keyboarding techniques for speed and accuracy.  Students will learn how to format research papers, reports and a variety of documents used personally.  Students are graded on a pass-fail basis.  Students are not eligible if they have previously taken Keyboarding I.

KEYBOARDING I – Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
This course is a one-year course offering designed to develop proper keyboarding skills.  Microsoft Word 97 is used to develop input skills when formatting final drafts of documents used in the business world today.  Upon completion of the course, students will have attained skills that adequately meet the needs for entry level employment.

KEYBOARDING II – Grades 10, 11, 12
An advanced course in keyboarding designed to further develop keyboarding and formatting skills using a various business simulation kits.  Keyboarding I or approval of instructor is needed. 

*INTRODUCTION TO BUSINESS – Grades 9, 10, 11
This course is designed to develop an understanding and appreciation of the American business system.  Students study banking, and banking services, consumer buying, the use of credit, the American tax system, budgets, insurance, money management, and skills required for careers in business and finance.

ACCOUNTING I – Grades 10, 11, 12
This course develops basic principles and procedures used in accounting.  Applications of the theory of business conditions are achieved through the use of a simulation practice set.  This course is designed for students who desire beginning preparation for careers in accounting or related business fields and for students seeking a foundation on which to continue studying accounting at the college level.  Students will be taught automated accounting procedures using computers.  Each student will learn to process data using a variety of computer software.

ACCOUNTING II – Grades 11, 12
This course is a continuation of Accounting I.  Emphasis will be placed on developing skills in analyzing and interpreting accounting and financial records, departmental and payroll accounting, and accounting for partnerships.  A computerized simulation in partnership accounting will be used.  The majority of the subject matter and class assignments are completed on the computer using appropriate software.  Upon completion of the course students will be skilled in computerized accounting principles.  *Accounting I and II satisfy one year’s math requirement for graduation.

*GLOBAL ECONOMICS – Grades 10, 11, 12

This course in designed to give students a comprehensive background in economics.  Emphasis is placed on economic thought and development.  Contemporary economic issues including inflation, consumer economics, unemployment, the Federal Reserve System, international trade, multinational corporations, and the emergence of undeveloped and underdeveloped nations are studied.  The idea of a global economy as it functions today will be studied in depth.  The use of computer simulations will be an integral part of this course.

*PERSONAL FINANCIAL PLANNING/INVESTMENT – Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
This course is designed to prepare a student to meet those future activities in his/her personal life which are related to finance such as: insurance, credit, banking, taxes, employment, budgeting, purchasing, goods and services, checking, interest, auto purchasing and financing, and retirement.  The area of investment will also be covered in detail through the stock market, mutual funds, and bonds, with each student maintaining his/her own stock portfolio with an initial investment of $100,000.  Students will use the Internet to research their stocks and to find daily quotes for their portfolios.

*COMPUTER SOFTWARE LITERACY – Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
This course is offered to all grade 9 through 12 students with an interest in learning more about computer software programs such as: Microsoft Word 97, Excel 97, PowerPoint, Access, and Publisher.  In addition, students will use Front Page to design web pages as well as learning to use e-mail, the Internet, scanning and related hardware and software.

* Information Technologies Support Team – Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
This course is open to 9-12 graders with approval of the Technology Coordinator.  Teacher recommendation required.  Prerequisites include an advanced knowledge of Windows 95 operating system and Office 97 applications, ability to effectively communicate with teachers and students, and trustworthiness, dependability, and a willingness to learn.  Students in this class will learn the basics of an NT network, and apply their skills to support and maintenance of the MGRHS computer networks.  Additional responsibilities may include web design and support, instruction in software to students and teachers, programming. 

*OFFICE PROCEDURE AND TECHNOLOGY – Grades 10, 11, 12
This course is designed to give students a comprehensive view of office procedures and technology.  Basic office skills will be covered as well as communication skills.  Data records management, correspondence and resume writing, decision making and problem-solving skills.

Prerequisite:  Keyboarding I

* DESKTOP PUBLISHING – Grades 10, 11, 12

Using several different desktop publishing software packages, students will learn to create a variety of documents such as flyers, business cards, letterheads, brochures and newsletters.  Students will learn to produce documents in a professional and effective manner.  You will learn to communicate your ideas to the reader.  These skills will help produce effective documents.  Students will also learn to create their own web pages and include web graphics they have designed.
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT


ENGLISH 9 / HONORS ENGLISH 9 

Most of the units in grade 9 have a dual focus, literary and personal.  Ninth graders begin the year by examining attitudes about prejudice and discrimination through a reading of Summer of My German Soldier, a short story about a white Southern teacher facing her first integrated class, and two very different informal essays about the Ku Klux Klan.  Students study the way professional writers manipulate the senses and then learn to observe and write more vividly themselves. After they see the interplay of logic and emotion in Of Mice and Men and Twelve Angry Men, they incorporate these concepts in the development of their own advertising campaign.  They read myths, then create their own.  In these and various other units, students are challenged to reflect on who they are and how they can respond to the challenges of society and a world that is constantly changing.

Students continue to develop study skills and a knowledge of vocabulary and grammar, both through practice activities and discussion and revision of their written work.  To encourage a habit of lifelong reading, students in most classes also submit oral or written book reviews throughout the year.

ENGLISH 10 / HONORS ENGLISH 10
The overall purpose of the tenth grade course in English is to give students a detailed understanding and appreciation of various categories of literature and communication.  As in Grade 9, students are encouraged to relate what they read and write to their own lives. Many of the subjects and themes reflected in the Grade 10 curriculum are especially relevant to adolescent concerns: rite of passage, prejudice, friendship, crisis, and human growth.  Through careful study of short stories, poems, essays, and novels, students also think deeply about crucial issues in history and society: what makes human communication difficult; when individual wants must bow to a larger good; where prejudice comes from and what can change it; common attitudes toward the elderly, poor and handicapped; the nature and origin of evil; the impact of slavery; the power of peer pressure.  This link between history and literature is picked up in a more formal sense in the Grade 11 American Literature Program.

In tenth grade, students continue to work on building their skills in language and literary analysis and on developing individual tastes in reading.  An extensive research paper is required of all Grade 10 English students. 

ENGLISH 11

Students in eleventh grade English read a variety of selection by writers from or influenced by the United States, including Edgar Allan Poe, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Walt Whitman, Emily Dickinson, Stephen Crane, F. Scott Fitzgerald, Arthur Miller, Robert Frost, and JD Salinger. The year, designed to echo and reinforce grade 11 American history, serves as an examination of the emergence of a national literature, from the Colonial Period, through American Romanticism and industrialization, to the Harlem Renaissance, the Jazz Age and beyond. 

Our juniors focus on developing more sophisticated skills in critical analysis and writing clear, well-organized and effectively supported compositions.  Regular language and vocabulary review helps students prepare for SAT’s. They also demonstrate their knowledge and interpretation through a variety of creative and multi-media projects.

HONORS ENGLISH 11

Students in grade eleven English class read, at a rigorous pace, a largely chronological selection of American literature.  Honors 11 students will focus on precision of language, tone and sentence variety as they fine tune their skill in writing critical analysis.  Since the Honors English 11 course is very demanding, it will be subject to entrance criteria such as recommendation from a teacher of English and a grade of at least a B- in Honors English 10 or at least a B+ in regular English 10. 
ENGLISH 12

The overall purpose of the twelfth grade course in English is to further hone the skills and techniques our students have learned in grades 7-11.  We vigorously exploit our last opportunity to help prepare students for a lifetime of learning – whether or not they go to college. They become familiar with the history and evolution of the English language and explore some of its richest literary treasures, from Beowulf and Macbeth to Tale of Two Cities and modern satire. Seniors explore and communicate in a variety of ways: formal critical analysis, creative writing, visual presentations, and a series of fourth quarter independent projects for which they choose novels and/or non-fiction works and design their own evaluatory criteria.

HONORS ENGLISH 12

Students in grade 12 honors English  review the history of the English language and move at a more rapid pace through a chronological study of English Literature.  It is expected that they increasingly write with the skills necessary to perform at the college level.  Since the honors 12 course is very demanding, it will be subject to certain entrance criteria such as a recommendation from a teacher of English and a grade of at least a B- in honors English or at least a B+ in regular English 11.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH LANGUAGE & COMPOSITION

The Advanced Placement English course requires the study and practice of writing.  Students learn to respond to language with sensitivity and discrimination and to develop the ability to write in various forms.  Through speaking, listening, and reading, but chiefly through the experience of their own writing, students become more aware of the resources of language: connotation, metaphor, irony, syntax, and tone.  The students should learn to identify the characteristic forms of discourse and the assumptions underlying rhetorical strategies.  Students learn to identify an author’s values and the assumptions that underlie his/her choices of rhetorical figures and devices of exposition.

Writing assignments might include practice in exposition, argument, critical analysis, personal narrative, and fictional or poetic forms.  Speaking and writing about many experiences (not only those of literature) should develop the students’ sense of the relationships among style, subject, and audience.  Students become increasingly adept in controlling their own voices.  The desired goals are the honest, concise, and effective use of language and the organization of ideas in a clear, coherent, and persuasive way.  See page 5 for selection process. 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH LITERATURE & COMPOSITION

The Advanced Placement English course at Mt Greylock builds on the analytical and compositional skills that our ablest students have developed in grades 7-11.  Our intent is to offer a course equivalent to first-year work at a selective college.  To that end, we teach more demanding works of literature at a more intense level and at a faster pace than we do in regular sections.  We expect student to take responsibility for their learning.

After reviewing the students’ summer reading and tuning their reading and writing skills, we study literary texts in three major categories: tragedy, comedy, and symbol.  While knowledge of these genres in important, we emphasize the close critical analysis of individual texts and the writing of clear and forceful expository prose.  We pay close attention to the way writers use context, imagery, connotation, syntax, and tone to achieve their purposes.  Students learn elements of style in addition to strategies for organizing their ideas.  See page 5 for selection process.

Students will work to improve their writing skills by learning to respond in writing clearly and objectively while using concise language.  The course will also work to nurture and develop critical thinking skills.

* BIBLE AS LITERATURE

An extensive study of stories from the Old and New Testament using both the King James and a more contemporary version of the Bible will be the basis for the first quarter of this course.  During the second quarter students will explore such works as The Handmaid’s Tale – Atwood, portions of Moby Dick – Melville, assorted poems and plays like Skin of Our Teeth, using their new found knowledge to better interpret biblical allusions.

FINE AND PERFORMING ARTS


* Indicates semester course

* INTRODUCTORY STUDIO ART I & II - Grades 9, 10, 11, 12

This course is designed for beginning students who wish to learn the basic fundamentals of art.  Introductory Studio Art features the exploration of traditional media and techniques (pencil, charcoal, ink, watercolor, pastel, paint and block printing).  Introductory Studio Art I is a black and white media course.  Introductory Studio Art II is a color Media course. Subject matter includes basic figure, portrait drawing, landscape, still life and creative painting.  Students are given a letter grade in this course.  Introductory Studio Art I must successfully be completed before taking Introductory Studio Art II.

* ADVANCED STUDIO ART I & II – Grades 10, 11, 12

This course is open to students who have completed both semesters of Introductory Art successfully.  The course will follow approximately the same sequence as outlined for Introductory Studio Art.  The major thrust is to further refine an individual’s style, technique and competence in the Fine Arts.  Problems will be of a more challenging nature.

ART THEORY AND TECHNIQUE – Grades 11, 12

This advanced course offers the student opportunities to problem solve using a variety of media and techniques.  Enrollment will be limited to students who have completed both semesters of Advanced Studio Art or to students who have presented an acceptable portfolio of competent work to the art teacher.

AP STUDIO ART – Grades 11, 12

This advanced placement course is designed to be the equivalent of the general studio experience in the first year of college.  The course follows the advanced placement syllabus prepared by the College Board.  The students submit, in slide form, twenty-four different pieces of art.  The course will cover drawing, color and design and sculpture concepts.  The student will also design a study of concentration for a body of artwork.  This is an extensive course that will need work on an independent basis.  The course is designed to be taken after successful completion of Art Theory & Technique or portfolio review.  In September the student will choose which portfolio he/she will submit under.  The choices are General Drawing and Three Dimensional design.

Two Dimensional Design – Grades 10,11, 12

This course is open to students who have successfully completed both semesters of Introductory Art.  The emphasis of the course will be visual problem-solving using the principles of design to create effective two-dimensional works for commercial application.
Three Dimensional Design – Grades 10,11, 12

This course is open to students who have successfully completed both semesters of Introductory Art.  This course is designed to offer a comprehensive overview of three-dimensional design. Students will, at its end, demonstrate knowledge of materials and techniques unique to sculpture.  The material to be used will include but not be limited to: modeling clay, paper mache, cardboard and found objects will be used and the technical elements of subtraction, manipulation, addition and substitution.

* STAINED GLASS – Grades 11, 12

The copper foil method of stained glass construction (sometimes called the Tiffany method) will be taught.  No prior artistic ability or experience is necessary.  Students will learn to design and execute varied projects from a simple sun catcher to a more complicated flat panel or window.  Once proficient in all aspects of stained glass construction including cutting glass, foiling, soldering, and a major class window project aimed at beautifying the school will be completed.  Working on this large project will enable students to experience a challenge not usually available to a beginning craftsman.  Upon successful completion of the course, the student will have the skills to execute flat panels, (windows), mirrors, three-dimensional objects (boxes, terrariums), and simple stained glass lamps.  A lab fee of $25 per student is required.

* ADVANCED STAINED GLASS – Grade 12

This course is a continuation of the first stained glass course.  Advanced methods and techniques will be taught during this semester course. A lab fee of $25 per student is required.

* MUSIC TECHNOLOGY – Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 

Music technology is a one-semester elective that explores the power and the potential of current music hardware and software.  Integral to the course will be the use of Mt. Greylock’s MIDI equipment. Current hardware and software resources include the Macintosh and Windows computers, Korg and Roland keyboards, a Yamaha Windjammer, the Alesis SR-16 drum machine, the Yamaha MU-50 sound module, and “Encore” and “Master Tracks” programs.  MIDI (Musical Instrument Digital Interface) projects will be required throughout this hands-on course; musical material may be original or transcribed from other sources.  Music reading skills may be helpful but are not necessary.   Historical and current event topics in music technology will be covered

* MUSIC THEORY – Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 

Music Theory is a one semester course elective for students interested in developing their fluency with the rules and language of music.  Topics covered include major and minor scales and their key signatures, church modes, intervals, chord construction and analysis, and four-part harmony.  Equal emphasis is given to the written expression and aural recognition of these concepts.  The course also includes a listening component surveying historical styles.  There is no formal prerequisite for this course, but some experience reading music necessary.

* AMERICAN POPULAR MUSIC

This music appreciation class is a one semester course exposing students to 20th century American music styles including ragtime, blues, jazz, Broadway, rock & roll, rap, country, and folk.  Emphasis will be given to the historical context of significant musicians and their work

PERFORMANCE GROUPS

SYMPHONIC BAND – Grades 9, 10, 11, 12

This ensemble is open to all wind and brass players and percussionists.  Music of considerable variety and difficulty is performed.  Written musical assignments may be required each marking period.  Preparation of all music is expected.  The Symphonic Band participates in three Memorial Day parades, at least three public concerts and other community activities.  Attendance is required at all performances.

SYMPHONIC CHOIR – Grades 9, 10, 11, 12

This ensemble is open to all students interested in singing and performing.  In addition to singing in a variety of musical styles and languages, music literacy, vocal technique, and stage presence are stressed.  The group performs at least three concerts a year and at Graduation.  Attendance is required at all performances.

ORCHESTRA  - Grades 9, 10, 11, 12

The orchestra is open to all string, wind, brass, and percussion players who are recommended by the music staff.  Separate senior high and junior high string rehearsals are held during the school week; the two groups combine for concerts.  The level of music studied ranges from moderately easy to very difficult.   It is suggested that all string players continue private study.  Preparation of all music is required.  Attendance is required at all performances.

BEGINNING PIANO I & II – Grades 10, 11, 12

In this course the student will gain a basic understanding of the piano keyboard, musical notation and basic music theory.  He/she will apply this basic understanding in performance of simple solo & ensemble pieces, finger patterns, exercises and folk songs.  Class size is limited to 10 students.

VOICE MASTER CLASS – Grades 10, 11, 12

The emphasis of this class is the development of the individual singer in a group setting.  Focus will be on the technical and interpretive aspects of singing with emphasis on breath control, sound production, diction and phrasing.  Repertoire, both solo and ensemble will be by arrangement with the instructor.  Solo performance in the class recital each semester will constitute the final exam.  Enrollment in S.H. choir is required.  This course can be taken more than one year, as it is a continuous development.

ORCHESTRA MASTER CLASS
Performance of chamber music ranging from Baroque to modern times.  The history of the development of these forms are traced and explored.  Proficiency on your instrument is required.  Ensemble performances in recital each semester will constitute the final exam. Students will be responsible for daily listening, periodic written assignments, and a classroom presentation.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT


A grade of C or better is a prerequisite for advancement in all language courses.

* Indicates semester course

LATIN I - Grades 9, 10, 11

Latin I introduces the student to the concept of an inflected language with its cases, declensions and conjugations via a reading approach text – Cambridge Latin Course.  The rules of Latin grammar and its vocabulary are exemplified in reading selections taken from true life situations in ancient Pompeii, Roman Britain and Alexandria.  Emphasis is also placed on the building of English vocabulary, the history, mythology, art and architecture, and customs of the ancient Greeks and Romans.

LATIN II – Grades 9, 10, 11, 12

Latin II continues the systematic study of Latin grammar and vocabulary.  Syntax and style are studied through sequential Latin readings about the politics of provincial government and military life.  Emphasis is placed on reading in order to understand the culture and literature of the Romans.

LATIN III – Grades 10, 11, 12

Latin III completes the Cambridge Latin Course series and thus introduces the highest level of grammatical forms.  This text includes Roman letters, poems and prose and cultural notes on Roman history and customs of the first century CE under the empire of Domitian.  Included readings are excerpts taken from the ancient Latin authors Martial, Ovid, Phaedrus, Catullus, Pliny, and Tacitus.

HONORS LATIN IV – Grades 11, 12

Honors Latin IV is a course in directed readings with a concomitant review of Latin structure found in these readings.  The poetry and prose of the classical, post-classical and medieval periods are read and discussed as reflections of the ancient Roman culture.  Selections from Vergil, Cicero, Ovid, Catullus, Martial and Pliny are read.

AP LATIN – Grades 11, 12

Open to all Latin V students and selected Latin IV students.  The course follows the required AP syllabus for Catullus/Ovid.  Students study associated mythology, learn about poetic style and meter, and practice critical analyses.  In alternate years the AP Vergil’s Aeneid curriculum will replace the Catullus/Ovid.

FRENCH I – Grades 9, 10, 11 

This course is offered to students who have chosen to begin their language study in the senior high.  It is the equivalent of French IA-IB offered over two years in the middle school.  It introduces students to the sounds of the language, vocabulary, verbs and tenses, expressions and sentence construction through oral, writing and reading drills.

FRENCH II – Grades 9, 10, 11, 12

This course introduces new vocabulary and syntax while continuing to review the concepts of the previous two levels of work.  Controlled reading selections are coupled with controlled writing exercises.  Continued emphasis is placed on oral practice and the study of the culture and life of the countries in which the language is spoken.

FRENCH III – Grades 10, 11, 12

This course completes the study of basic French grammar, including the use of the subjunctive mood.  It continues to focus on the geography and culture of France and francophone countries through appropriate controlled reading selections.  French becomes increasingly the language of instruction.

HONORS FRENCH IV - Grades 11

This course offers an in-depth study of structure and grammar.  Students are expected to have a good understanding of their own language and dictionary skills to facilitate their continued study in French.  “Language” is discussed in English.  “Literature”, including prose, poetry, films, skits, videos, and audiocassettes are discussed in French.

HONORS FRENCH V – Grade 12

This course offers necessary review and refinement of French Language structures for seniors.  Readings include excerpts from all genres.  There is a strong emphasis on the acquisition of communication skills, both written and oral/aural.  Instruction includes the use of recorded material, cassettes, and videos.  Discussions are conducted in French.  Grammatical explanations are in English.

SPANISH I – Grades 9, 10, 11

This course introduces the four basic skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing as well as basic grammar concepts.  VEN CONMIGO is a fully integrated program with videos, tapes, interactive CD-ROM programs and an abundance of activities.  Students will be exposed to cultural features so that they gain a greater understanding and appreciation of the Spanish-speaking world.  Spiraling of material ensures development of language proficiency so that students can communicate effectively and express themselves with confidence.

SPANISH II – Grades 9, 10, 11, 12

The second level of VEN CONMIGO reviews, continues and builds upon the material covered in the first year, with emphasis on the use of the language for communication.  New vocabulary and structural concepts are introduced.  Cultural materials, history and literature are integrated with reading selections.  Oral proficiency continues to be a major focus.

SPANISH III – Grade 10, 11, 12

In continuing the VEN CONMIGO series, students will increase their proficiency in all four areas of communication.  The students will learn to express themselves in meaningful conversations in Spanish.  They will increase their reading skills by reading selections from various Hispanic authors.  The students will also strengthen their writing skills by incorporating more advanced tenses and new vocabulary.

HONORS SPANISH IV – Grades 11, 12 

In this course students review and study in greater depth the structure and vocabulary of the language.  Through the study of grammar, literature and films students gain a greater proficiency in all four areas of communication.  Students are expected to have a strong desire to learn and be willing to communicate in the target language.

HONORS SPANISH V – Grades 11, 12

This course continues to refine written and spoken language skills.  An Advanced Placement component enables students to elect taking the AP exam, for which they can often receive college credit.  Literature from Spain, Mexico, Central and South America will be studied.  Students will view a 52-episode “telenovela” called Destinos, which is offered as a course at many colleges and universities.

AP SPANISH – Grades 11, 12

This course is the equivalent of a third-year college course and is offered to highly motivated students.  Using the book Advanced Placement Spanish, as well as various supplementary materials, students will develop skill in listening comprehension, demonstrate proficiency in reading, improve writing ability and attain a speaking proficiency.

* CONVERSATIONAL ITALIAN
This semester long elective course focuses on the study of conversational Italian.  The emphasis of this course will be to get students to use the Italian language in conversation and build a vocabulary, while foregoing many of the more complex grammar lessons.  In the course of practicing the art of Italian conversation, students will not only get an introduction to the language, but also to the music, culture, art, and scenery of Italy.

* MYTHOLOGY 

This course is designed to introduce high school students to the gods, heroes and monsters of Greek and Roman legends.  It will include the influence of mythology in art, literature, astronomy, and music throughout the ages.  In addition, through the study of archaeological excavations, students will learn that many so-called myths can be regarded as historical fact.

MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT


* Indicates semester course

The math department offers two parallel programs that present similar content but differ in approach and sequence.  The IMP program is an integrated, project-centered approach while our ‘traditional’ Algebra I(Geometry(Algebra II utilizes a more conventional method and sequence.

Due to the difference in sequencing, the only way that a change can be made from one program to the other is by meeting with an IMP teacher, a ‘traditional’ teacher, the curriculum leader and the guidance counselor.  Typically, it will be necessary to begin again at the beginning of the sequence (retake Algebra I or IMP 1).

INTERACTIVE MATHEMATICS PROGRAM (IMP) – Grades 9, 10, 11, 12

The IMP curriculum integrates traditional material with additional topics recommended by the NCTM Standards, such as statistics, probability, curve fitting, and matrix algebra. IMP units are generally structured around a complex central problem. Although each unit has a specific mathematical focus, other topics are brought in as needed to solve the central problem, rather than narrowly restricting the mathematical content. Ideas that are developed in one unit are usually revisited and deepened in one or more later units.

During each year of IMP students are required to do problems of the day (PODS), problems of the week (POWS) and to compile a portfolio of their work at the end of each unit.  Homework assignments occur daily.  Both independent work and group work are stressed at all levels.  Additionally, students should expect to deliver individual and group presentations to the class.

Year 1
The first year curriculum contains an introduction to problem solving strategies, the use of variables, and the meaning and use of functions and graphs, as well as concepts from statistics, geometry, and trigonometry. These mathematics ideas are set in varied contexts such as the settlement of the American West, games of chance, Edgar Allan Poe's "The Pit and the Pendulum" and measurement of shadows.

Year 2
Students work with powerful mathematical ideas, including the chi-square statistic, the Pythagorean theorem, and linear programming, and learn a variety of approaches to solving equations. Problem contexts include statistical comparison of populations, the geometry of the honeycomb, and maximization of profits from a cookie store.

Year 3
Students extend their understanding of material studied in preceding years of the curriculum, while learning about and applying new topics such as combinatorics, derivatives, and algebra of matrices. A baseball pennant race, population growth and decision-making on land use provide some of the contexts for the mathematical concepts.

Year 4
Fourth year IMP has a more varied subject matter than a calculus focused course, and includes topics such as circular functions, computer graphics, and statistical sampling. Units build on the strong knowledge base of students who have completed three years in the program. Problem setting includes a Ferris wheel circus act and election polling.

Prerequisites:
A grade of  C  (73%) or better at each level is required for advancement to the 

next level.   If a grade of C is not achieved, the student must either retake the class or demonstrate mastery of the skills that the course presented.

HONORS MATHEMATICS COURSE CRITERIA 

At the end of the year, students will be invited to participate in the honors level for the following year based on their attitude, aptitude and achievement.  It will be expected that these students have minimally recorded a final grade of B- if their current course is an honors level or B+ if their current math course is not at the honors level.  In exceptional circumstances, students must solicit and secure permission from their intended instructor before being scheduled in an honors course.

ALGEBRA I / HONORS ALGEBRA I– Grades 9, 10, 11, 12

This course is designed to provide an in-depth study of the principles of algebra and give an appreciation of its structure and everyday usefulness.  This is done by studying the basic properties of real numbers and their use, the solution of equations and inequalities, linear functions, systems of linear equations, simple matrices, rational expressions, polynomials and operations with and on them, solving quadratic equations, and irrational and radical expressions.  A unit on probability is included.  An emphasis is placed on developing problem-solving skills.  A student needs to have proficiency in addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division of whole numbers, integers, and rational numbers and percents.  Students should have a working vocabulary of basic mathematical terms.

GEOMETRY / HONORS GEOMETRY – Grades 9, 10, 11, 12

A comprehensive introduction into the elements of two and three-dimensional space with an emphasis on deductive and inductive systems of reasoning.  Measurement is the central theme in developing the concepts and describing the world in which we live. Coordinate, transformational, numerical and Euclidian approaches are used to verify theorems.  Course includes introduction to right triangle trigonometry.  Students should be proficient in basic algebraic operations and have a basic knowledge of geometric shapes.  The Honors course will include a study of formal proofs.

Prerequisite:  Algebra I, see above criteria for Honors courses 

ALGEBRA II – Grade 10, 11, 12

This course will provide the student with an overall view of algebra, using functions as the underlying theme.  The functions studied include polynomials through quadratics, logarithmic, and exponential.  The real numbers are used extensively and the complex numbers are introduced.

Prerequisite:  Algebra I and Geometry

HONORS ALGEBRA II AND TRIGONOMETRY – Grades 10, 11, 12

This intensive course is designed for students with a demonstrated proficiency with algebraic manipulations and geometric concepts.  Using a consistent reference to the ‘rule of 4’ (verbal, numerical, graphical and symbolic representations) students investigate the behaviors of polynomials, logarithmic and exponential functions, rational functions and trigonometric functions as they solve a variety of equations.    Additional topics include matrices, an extensive study of the concept of functions, and (as time permits, conic sections, sequences and series and probability).

Prerequisite:
Algebra I and Geometry
HONORS PRECALCULUS – Grades 11, 12

This exceptionally rigorous course is designed for students who have excelled in all previous math courses.  Continuing with the reference to the ‘rule of 4’ (verbal, numerical, graphical and symbolic representations) students continue an investigation of modeling with mathematics as they study the broad range of topics referenced in the study of calculus.  Content builds and solidifies the subject matter from Honors Algebra II / Trigonometry with an extensive investigation of trigonometry, discrete mathematics and an introduction to data analysis.  

Prerequisite:
Honors Algebra II / Trigonometry

PRECALCULUS – Grades 11, 12

A course similar to Honors Pre-Calculus but at a reduced pace.

Prerequisite is a C+ or better grade in Algebra II or a C or better in Honors Algebra II and Trigonometry.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT CALCULUS – Grades 12

This course uses the syllabus of the Advanced Placement Calculus AB course, with some additions.  It is designed to increase the depth of the student’s knowledge of functions, and to introduce the study of limits, differential and integral calculus for the elementary algebraic and transcendental functions.  In each area, the ‘rule of 4’ is applied to concepts and problems.  See page 5 for selection process.

HONORS CALCULUS – Grade 12

This course is designed to increase the depth of the student’s knowledge of functions, and to introduce the study of limits, differential and integral calculus for elementary algebraic functions.  In each area, applications of the principles studied will be used in concrete problems.  This course proceeds at a slower pace and with fewer rigors than Advanced Placement Calculus.

Prerequisite:  Pre-Calculus or Honors Pre-Calculus.

TOPICS IN MATHEMATICS  - Grade 12

This project-based, student-centered semester course views math from a much broader perspective.  Students should expect daily problems, weekly problem sets and hands-on projects.  Papers and presentations will be frequently assigned. 

Instead of a textbook, this course uses a web page, www.whylearnthis.com, as a medium for communication.

· The first semester will ease students into the concept of this course with a review of geometry from a construction perspective, an appropriately timed SAT review then a launch into applications and demonstrations that force students to recognize the mathematics that is all around them.

· The second semester continues the spirit of investigation with a library of activities that could include number theory, know theory, topology, bubble theory, the mathematics of roller coasters and other ideas as time and interest permits. 

Prerequisite: senior status and successful completion of Algebra II (or permission from instructor).

* STATISTICS COURSE – Grade 12

This is a semester course that analyzes single and multiple variable data collection and interpretation using various statistical tests to interpret the data and evaluate the validity of conclusions drawn from the data.  Elementary statistics is appropriate for students with interest in a wide variety of disciplines ranging from the social sciences of psychology and sociology to areas such as education, the allied health fields, business economics, engineering, the humanities, the physical sciences, journalism, communications, and liberal arts.

Pre-requisite:  Successful completion of Algebra II

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT


* Indicates semester course

The following criteria will be used for placing students in honors science courses: Current teacher recommendations and a final grade of B+ if current science course is not honors level or a B- if current course is honors level.

A student selecting an applied course should have a consultation with a science teacher prior to selecting the course.

A student who meets requirements of an applied science course at a B+ or better may be recommended to a laboratory course in the following year.

INTEGRATED SCIENCE – Grade 9

In integrated science programs, science disciplines are intermixed and sequenced so that what is learned in one discipline can be applied to another.  That is, life, earth, and physical science are integrated throughout the year.  For most people, the ideas that unify the sciences and make other connections between them are the most valid.  Integrated science stresses themes.  The “big ideas” that link facts and concepts, and provides a hands-on approach to learning.  Ninth grade Integrated Science emphasizes: Weather, Natural Resources, Earth’s Crust in Motion, Physics: Forces & Machines, Building Materials, electricity and magnetism, physics of flight and aerodynamics. 

Pre-requisite: Successful completion of 7th and 8th grade science

BIOLOGY – Grades 11, 12

A survey course of biological concepts woven around the threads of ecology and evolution.  Students will investigate and test their own environments as a means of discovering major biological themes.  Class organization will include: laboratory and local environmental investigations, lecture, videotapes, research projects, small group work, tests, quizzes, etc., to develop an understanding of biology as an experimental science.  This course has one (1) lab per cycle.

Pre-requisite: Chemistry

HONORS BIOLOGY – Grade 10, 11, 12

This course presents and ecological approach to biology and stresses major biological concepts through laboratory investigation.  Honors Biology is a fast-paced program requiring some independent laboratory work and research; the course is designed to help students prepare to take the SAT II Biology Exam.  Entrance to Honors Biology requires strong skills in mathematics, English, and science as demonstrated by strong performance in these subject areas. This course has two (2) labs per cycle.

Pre-requisite: Chemistry

APPLIED BIOLOGY (with teacher recommendation) – Grades 10, 11

The approach of this course will be students working with the major biological themes and how they effect their lives.  This laboratory course may not meet prerequisites for college level study in science.

A student who receives a B+ or better in this course may be recommended to a laboratory course in the following year.

CHEMISTRY – Grades 10, 11, 12
A laboratory based college preparatory course that encourages group learning.  Traditional chemical concepts and laboratory skills are learned through the study of eight units: Chemistry and Matter, Organization of Matter, Language of Chemistry, Phases of Matter, Solutions and Their Behavior, Chemical Reactions, Organic Chemistry, and Nuclear Chemistry. This course has one (1) lab per cycle.

HONORS CHEMISTRY – Grades 9*, 10, 11, 12

The Honors Chemistry course is a rigorous introductory course for students with special interest in and strong aptitude for science. The course is designed to help students prepare to take the SAT II Chemistry Exam.  Topics to be covered include: Organization of Matter; Language of Chemistry; Phases of Matter and the Gas Laws; Solutions and Their Behavior; Chemical Reactions; Carbon and its Compounds; and Nuclear Chemistry.  Entrance to Honors Chemistry requires strong skills in Mathematics, English, and Science. This course has two (2) labs per cycle.

* 9th Grade prerequisite: A- in 8th Grade Science, A- in Honors Algebra

APPLIED CHEMISTRY (with teacher recommendation)  – Grades 10, 11, 12

The approach of this course will be students working with the major themes in chemistry and how it effects their lives. This laboratory course may not meet prerequisites for college level study in science.

A student who receives a B+ or better in this course may be recommended to a laboratory course in the following year.

HONORS PHYSICS – Grades 11, 12

This is a mathematically rigorous course, introducing the basic concepts of physics.  Topics include Newtonian mechanics, waves and vibrations, thermal physics, properties of matter, electricity and magnetism and selected topics in modern physics.  Instruction consists of textbook reading, lectures, labs, demonstrations and hands-on activities.  Weekly problem sets give students physical problem solving experience.  It is strongly recommended that students considering Honors Physics have been following the Honors Mathematics course sequence and continue taking math concurrently.  This course has two labs per seven-day cycle. 

Pre-requisite: Chemistry, Algebra II, Precalculus

Co-requisite: Calculus

APPLIED PHYSICS (with teacher recommendation) – Grades 10, 11, 12 

This full-year course introduces physics at a conceptual level, focusing on practical applications, hands-on activities, and demonstrations instead of mathematical formalism.  Topics include Newtonian mechanics, waves and vibrations, thermal physics, properties of matter, electricity and magnetism, and selected topics in modern physics.  The physical concepts will be studied using common-experience applications such as sports, automobiles, simple machines, hydraulics, music and electricity.  Weekly problem sets give students physical problem solving experience.  There are no prerequisites, though a certain level of elementary algebra and geometry is unavoidable. A student who receives a B+ or better in this course may be recommended to a laboratory course in the following year. This course may not meet prerequisites for college level study in science.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT BIOLOGY – Grade 11, 12

This rigorous course follows the Advanced Placement Syllabus prepared by the College Board; it is intended for students who have a strong background in chemistry and biology.  An extensive amount of material is presented and/or discussed and heavy reading responsibility is placed on the students.  The 12 required AP laboratory exercises supplement lectures and seminars.  The major themes of diversity, unity, genetic continuity and evolution are approached from a molecular perspective.  Prerequisite: one year of chemistry, Honors biology is strongly suggested.  See page 5 for selection process.  An extensive summer assignment to be independently completed before September is required. This course has three (3) labs per cycle.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT CHEMISTRY – Grades 11, 12

Advanced Placement Chemistry is designed to be the equivalent of the general chemistry course taken during the first college year.  The course follows the Advanced Placement syllabus prepared by the College Board, with the following topics being covered extensively and in great depth.  The structure of Matter, States of Matter, Reactions, and Descriptive Chemistry.  In the laboratory, the student will be expected to make observations of chemical reactions and substances, record data, calculate and interpret results based on quantitative data obtained, and communicate effectively the results of experimental work.  Advanced Placement Chemistry is designed to be taken only after successful completion of a first course in high school chemistry.  It is recommended that the student have successfully completed a second year algebra course, and it is assumed that the student will spend at least five (5) hours a week in unsupervised individual study.  This course has three (3) labs per cycle.
ADVANCED PLACEMENT PHYSICS – Grades 11, 12

Advanced Placement Physics is a mathematically rigorous college-level course introducing topics in Newtonian mechanics, waves and vibrations, thermal physics, properties of matter, electricity and magnetism, and selected topics in modern physics.  Instruction consists of textbook reading, lectures, labs, demonstrations and hands-on activities.  Weekly problem sets give students physical problem solving experience.  The treatment is extremely mathematical, using advanced algebra, trigonometry and geometry and pre-calculus heavily throughout the full year.  The pace is faster and the problems are significantly harder than at the Honors Physics level.  This course provides a strong foundation for further study in a wide variety of disciplines including physical and life sciences, engineering, medicine, and other technical disciplines. Students are required to take the Physics B examination in May.  This course has three (3) labs per seven-day cycle.

Pre-requisite: Chemistry, H. Algebra II, H. Precalculus

Co-requisite: Calculus

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE – Grades 10, 11, 12 

This course will deal with current environmental topics through the use of case studies, these case studies will be actual or simulated environmental problems associated with the Berkshires, Massachusetts, and the nation.  There will be labs associated with these case studies.  Students will produce an environmental study of their own as a final project.

ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY– Grades 11, 12

Knowledge of the human body and its functions is useful to anyone interested in physical education, pre-med, other allied health fields, as well as those interested in learning about themselves.  This second level laboratory course will relate structure to function, considering disease and dysfunction in each system studied.  Dissection for comparative purposes is a significant part of the lab experience. This course has one (1) lab per cycle.

Topics – organizations, muscular, nervous, skeletal, integumentary, endocrine, cardiovascular, respiratory, digestive, and immune system

Prerequisite: Biology

PHYSICS  - Grades 11,12

This course presents physical concepts at an elementary level using a moderate amount of elementary algebra, geometry and trigonometry.  Topics include Newtonian mechanics, waves and vibrations, Thermal physics, properties of matter, electricity and magnetism, and selected topics in modern physics.  Instruction consists of textbook reading, lectures, labs, demonstrations, and hands-on activities.  Weekly problem sets give students physical problem solving experience.  This course has 2 labs per seven day cycle.

Prerequisite:  Chemistry, Algebra II

Co-requisite:  Precalculus

SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT


* Indicates semester course

WORLD HISTORY & GEOGRAPHY I – Grade 9

Ninth grade World History and Geography surveys the great regional civilizations of the world from the period of contact with one another in the 6th century through the gradual emergence of European domination of the world-system at the beginning of the 19th century.  The political, economic, cultural and social systems of these regional civilizations will be compared.  Their various religious expressions will also be studied.  The course will conclude with a study of the Age of Democratic Revolutions in the West that culminated in the creation of the modern nation-state. Text: World History: Connections to Today
WORLD HISTORY & GEOGRAPHY II – Grade 10

World History and Geography surveys the period from 1800 AD to the present.  The beginning of this course will allow for a review of the American and European revolutions of the 18th century, and for discussion of the ways in which these events changed the world perceptions of liberty and democracy.  From there the course will highlight, analyze, and question major themes in world history, and examine history of major world cultures. Text: World History: Connections to Today
UNITED STATES HISTORY & GOVERNMENT – Grade 11

Grade 11 students examine the historical and intellectual origins of the United States during the Revolutionary and Constitutional eras, the development of political parties, the emergence of sectionalism, and the Civil War.  They will also analyze the emergence of modern industry, America’s growing role in diplomatic relations, the goals and accomplishments of various reform groups through the New Deal, and America’s entry into World War II.  Finally, students will analyze the consequences of World War II on American life, the causes and course of the Cold War, important economic and political changes during the Cold War, and recent events and trends that have shaped modern-day America.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT UNITED STATES HISTORY – Grade 11

The Advanced Placement United States History course is offered to selected eleventh grade students.  The aim of the course is to provide the students with a learning experience equivalent to a college introductory course in American History.  The first three terms will provide chronological and thematic coverage of the following topics: the Colonial period, the American Revolution, the Jackson period, the Civil War and Reconstruction, Populism and Progressivism, the World Wars, the New Deal, domestic and foreign affairs in the Cold War period, and concerns of the post Cold War era.  The final term is designed to examine a series of problems in special political, economic, cultural, intellectual and social areas of American history.  See page 6 for selection process.  Students and parents should review this process to understand its selective nature. Text: American Pageant, and supplemental readings including:  The American Spirit, Changing Interpretations of American Past, and The Social Fabric
ADVANCED PLACEMENT EUROPEAN HISTORY – Grade 12

Advanced Placement European History traces the development of European civilization from the mid-fifteenth century to the present.  Political, social, economic, intellectual and cultural trends are followed.  Several historical methods and theories of history are examined.  At the end of the course, students should have a working knowledge of modern European history, be acquainted with the skills of the historian’s craft, be able to write an essay on a college freshman level, and be prepared for the Advanced Placement examination in European History.  See page 5 for selection process. Text: History of the Modern World, and supplemental readings including: Candide, Darkness at Noon, Galileo, Napoleon and the Awakening of Europe, The Prince and Utopia

*THE HOLOCAUST and other 20th Century Tragedies – Grades 11, 12

This course provides an opportunity to explore in depth some of the most important, yet disturbing events of the twentieth century.  The main goal is to provide understanding of how humanity has treated itself during the best and worst of times.  This is a very difficult course on an intellectual, emotional, and psychological level. This course is not simply about historical events, but ultimately about us, how we treat each other, and what legacies we will leave for future generations.  We will engage in serious and often disturbing assessment of evil, both as historical reality, and as a fact of daily life.  Students are expected to approach every lesson and every day with the utmost sense of maturity, responsibility, and respect for the subject.  The main focus will be on the period of world history between 1920 and 1945.  In addition, we will pay close attention to more recent events in the Balkans, Rwanda, Cambodia, and Vietnam.  We will also make connections to the resurgence of Neo-Nazi and Skinhead organizations in the US and Europe during the 1990’s.  Our historical focus will be complemented by selected studies of social psychology and sociology.  We will use a variety of teaching methods to attain our goals.  These will include lectures, seminar discussions, oral presentations, peer writing, electronic research, journal writing, web design, interviews, and team projects.  Text: Resource Book – Facing History and Ourselves, and other selected readings and videos.

*INTRODUCTION TO THE LAW – Grades 11, 12

This course will approach the concept of law and legal procedure in the United States from a historical perspective as well as in the context of contemporary issues and events.  This course will attempt to bring the student to an understanding and appreciation of major legal concepts and procedures by addressing the complex relationship between government, the legal system, society, and the individual.  The primary focus of this course will be on the impact of the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and the judicial system throughout United States History in the context of civil and individual liberties.  The course will also address tort law, environmental law, and the structure and operation of the legal system today, concentrating on the tension between law and order in the contemporary society.  This course will emphasize hands-on problem solving through the case study method and student role-playing such as mock trials. Text:  Street Law, and other various readings and videos.

* PSYCHOLOGY – Grades 11, 12

This course will introduce students to the science of behavior and cognitive processes commonly known as Psychology.  First students will be introduced to the major psychologists and their methodologies and beliefs.  Then they will explore several primary topics in Psychology such as:  the biological basis of behavior, sensation and perception, states of consciousness, learning and memory, intelligence, human development, motivation and emotion, personality, personal health issues and social thought and behavior.  A final research project focusing on a psychological disorder and its corresponding therapy and/or treatment will be assigned. Text: Essentials of Psychology, and other related journal articles and videos.

*VIETNAM CONFLICT – Grades 11, 12

Students will view the war in Vietnam through an expanded historical lens that will include sociology, psychology, political science, economics, journalism, photography, music, art, poetry, and literature.  In addition to this multi-disciplinary approach, students will gain an understanding of a variety of perspectives in order to make sense of the Vietnam Conflict.  Students will be expected to critically analyze the material and articulate their own well-reasoned views of the conflict and its impact on our nation’s history.  Frequent homework assignments and essay writing are developed to enhance student learning. Text: Lessons of the Vietnam War, and other selected readings and videos.

TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION


APPLIED ELECTRONICS – Grades 11, 12

An exploratory course covering fundamental electrical theories and practical applications through hands-on experience.  Students will apply principles studied in constructing electronic projects.

This course provides credit towards graduation in science.  It can also lead to credit at Berkshire Community College through the Tech Prep program.
TECHNICAL DRAWING I – Grades 9, 10, 11, 12

This is a course for students interested in the fields of engineering, design, drafting and architecture, among others, who must be able to make, read and interpret technical drawings.  The student would develop knowledge and skills in the use of drafting equipment and the application of drafting techniques.

The course content begins with drafting instruments and their use, lettering, sketching, line work, and geometric constructions and advances to multiview drawings and sectional views.

With Solidworks, a mechanical design software, you create 3D parts and assemblies and 2D drawings.

ADVANCED TECHNICAL DRAWING – Grades 10, 11, 12

This course builds on the knowledge and skills learned in Technical Drawing.  Second level students would study technical drawing fundamentals such as auxiliary views, descriptive geometry, patterns and developments.  All students continue to use and apply the Solidworks mechanical design software.

Basic Computer Programming with C * – Grades 11, 12

This course will introduce the basics of computer programming in the context of the C language.  The course will cover introductory algorithm design and flow charting, looping and program control, subroutines, input/output, sorting, operations, data types, and data structures.  As the course proceeds, the student will write a variety of programs based on real-world applications.

COMPUTER GRAPHICS AND MULTIMEDIA I * – Grades 9, 10, 11, 12

Students will learn the contemporary software packages used in the field of computer graphics.  At the same time, students will learn basic design principles required for daily presentation of work.  The majority of the course will focus on electronics image manipulation, scanning and related hardware.  Students will also explore software commonly used in multimedia presentations.  Students will use software packages such as Paint Shop Pro for image manipulation, Frontpage/Dreamweaver/Golive 5 for web page design, PowerPoint for multimedia presentation, and Paint Shop Pro and Animation Shop to create simple animations, and Print Artist MORPH for image transition.  Students will be required to complete a variety of projects to demonstrate proficiency.

COMPUTER GRAPHICS AND MULTIMEDIA II * – Grades 9, 10, 11, 12

This course is a continuation of Computer Graphics and Multimedia I.  Students will learn how to develop interactive presentations in the form of kiosks, and slide shows.  Students will learn to create and assemble type, graphics, photos, animations, audio, and video in to these interactive projects.  Here students will use some of the contemporary software packages as describes in Computer Graphics and Multimedia I to develop, edit, and create educational movies.  Students will also be introduced to process of Claymation in filmmaking.  These digital movies will then be transferred to VHS format.  Students will be required to complete a variety of projects to demonstrate proficiency.  

INFORMATION MANAGEMENT * – Grades 10, 11, 12

This course will introduce student to various aspects of information management including word processing, spreadsheet, database applications, and desktop publishing.  The software used includes MS Word for word processing, MS Excel for spreadsheet applications, MS Access for database applications and MS Publisher for desktop publishing.  Students will be required to create documents and presentations that integrate the various programs introduced in the course.  Emphasis will be placed on applications that integrate two or more of the programs that are studied.  Integrated projects with other disciplines will be stressed.  Students will be required to complete a variety of projects to demonstrate proficiency.

HTML WEB DESIGN * – Grades 10, 11, 12

Web Design using HTML is a course that guides the student through the elements required to create Web pages using HTML.  Topics include text formatting, tables, forms, lists, images, audio, animation, and more.  Students will also be introduced to Java Applets, JavaScript, and design considerations.  Students will be required to complete a variety of projects to demonstrate proficiency.

WELLNESS DEPARTMENT

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION


*Indicates a semester course.

Courses in this department relate to the development of individuals and encourage physical, social, and mental well being.

*CHILD DEVELOPMENT*** - Grades 9, 10, 11, 12

This course examines the physical, mental and social/emotional development of children from birth to age 5.  Students will interact with children in class and develop skills in observing the behavior of children.  Emphasis will be on relating student experiences with children to their understanding of the ages and stages of development.  Students will study the roll of play and parenting in influencing the development of children.

*HEALTH ISSUES*** - Grade 10

In this required course, students will examine a variety of health issues including mental health, family life and sexuality, disease prevention, tobacco, alcohol and drug abuse prevention, and nutrition.  Students set goals and pursue topics of individual interest as well as practice decision making and communication skills.  The overall goal for students is to acquire knowledge and skills that will lead them to make good decisions.  Students who take music or two languages may waive this course until their junior/senior year and use alternatives to this course for credit towards graduation.

*SPORTS MEDICINE – Grades 9-12

The course will cover basic human anatomy and physiology as it pertains to athletic performance.  A second major portion of the course will deal with injury identification, management, and rehabilitation principles.  Attention will be given to physical growth and development in young adults.  Reading material will include handouts and research material.

LEADERSHIP COURSES

PEER RESOURCE TEAM*** - Grades 11, 12

The Peer Team is a year commitment.  Students who would like to be candidates should consider the following course requirements:

1. Attendance at the full year class which will meet each day consisting of training in Counseling techniques and information on such problems as alcohol and drug abuse, teen sexuality, peer pressure and values clarification.

2. Commitment to team building and working with the Peer team to insure quality and confidentiality to contacts that the Peer Team will make.

3. Attendance at a weekend training session may be required.  The second semester of the course will meet daily, counseling and fieldwork will continue under the supervision of the coordinator.

APPLICATION PROCESS/CRITERIA FOR SELECTION

An application is required for each leadership course.  The application process includes a written response to an application questionnaire and an interview.  For a Peer Team application, see Mr. Miro, for middle school advisor applications see the Middle School Division Head or a guidance counselor.

MIDDLE SCHOOL ADVISORS – Grades 11, 12

This course will meet regularly and will include training sessions and time in middle school classrooms.  This course will enable the high school advisors to play an important and consistent role in the life of the middle school and will demand both commitment and time from the advisors.  The training will be similar to the training that Peer Team members experience, with a focus on dealing with young adolescents.  Advisors will be part of all middle school activities and will need to make the class and working in middle school a priority for the year.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

The physical education program at Mt. Greylock Regional High School provides students with the opportunity to actively enjoy, understand and participate in the development of their physical well being for healthful living in today’s fitness-oriented society.  The aim of physical education is self-understanding through movement.  To this end the program provides a sequential curriculum composed of team and individual sports, competitive and recreational activities, rhythms, standard first aid and CPR, fitness activities and non-traditional experiences.  The diversity provides the student with a varied background providing for enjoyment and participation in future lifetime activities.  The underpinning of this curriculum is the development of physical fitness.

The Physical Education Program for High School is an elective one.  Each student must select courses titled Fitness I, II, and III.  During the eight units offered during the year students must also select one team sport/activity and one individual sport/activity.

· The Fitness I course focuses on the education of Health Related Fitness development of strength, muscular endurance, flexibility, and cardiovascular endurance.  The unit also consists of lecture, lab, and testing.

· The Fitness II course focuses on the education of Skill Related Fitness development including, speed, agility, balance, reaction time, coordination, and power.  Students experiment with different activities that may enhance the development of each.

· The Fitness III course includes activities that work both Health and Skill Related development.  These would include courses in Yoga, resistance training, mountain biking, cardiovascular training and dance.

*** - This course may contain units on human sexuality.  Parents wishing to exempt a child from any part of this curriculum should contact the Principal.  Students will not be penalized as a result of such exclusion.  (Please see the student handbook for further information.)

ELECTIVES


*Indicates a semester course.

* CREATIVE WRITING – Grades, 9, 10, 11, 12
This course will offer students a forum for writing and revising their original creative work, as well as for reading it out loud to one another.  Many different genres and styles of creative writing – poetry, short and long fiction, creative non-fiction, essay – will be explored; experimentation will be encouraged.  Students will have the opportunity to learn the mechanics of professional manuscript preparation and submission, and will be encouraged to submit their work to established publications and writing contests.  Grades will be based on completion of assignments (including revision), and class participation.

* INTRODUCTION TO DRAMA -Grades, 9, 10, 11, 12

This theatre course will give students a working knowledge of the elements involved in staging a dramatic work.  Students will; understand and practice basic acting techniques, discover theatre history, analyze play scripts, critique performances, research the non-dramatic art forms necessary for play production, and explore their own interpretation of a dramatic work.

* TEACHER ASSISTANT – Grades 11, 12
The focus of this course is on helping an individual teacher in his/her classroom.  Examples of tasks in which a teacher assistant may be involved include: working with individual students, small groups, organizational duties and classroom procedures.  Teacher permission is required.
* WORK EXPERIENCE – Grades 9, 10, 11, 12

Students will be awarded credits toward graduation based upon successful completion of a non-paying work experience within the school building.  Possible work sites might include: Principal’s Office, District Office, Guidance Office, Cafeteria, Special Education Office, Maintenance and Receiving Office.

* WORK STUDY – Grades 10, 11, 12

Work study credits will be awarded to students who have a part time job (at least 10 hours per week during the school week) outside of the school.  Students must register with the work study coordinator and submit weekly time sheets from their employer.

* PEER TUTOR – Grades 11, 12

Students will be granted credits for agreeing to tutor other students.  All students requesting this course must fill out the Peer Tutor form in the guidance office, and strictly adhere to the conditions stated on the form.
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